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UN: Aid to CIS on Ethnic Conflicts Discussed 


AU2401181196 Paris AFP in English 
1656 GMT 24 Jan 96 


[by Jacques Boyer) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, Jan 24 (AFP) — 
Officials from the republics of the former Soviet Union 
agreed Wednesday on an outline programme aimed at 
preventing the kind of ethnic rivalry that saw the former 
Yugoslavia dissolve into a bloodbath. 


from 11 of the 12 member republics of the 
Commonwealth of Independeni States (CIS), alongside 
representatives of 32 other countries, wound up a two- 
day mecting here with a broad agreement on a serics of 
principles to be presented to an international conference 
on population issues to be held in May or June. 


The urgent priority at the conference will be to prevent 
the flow of migrants caused by the break-up of the 
former superpower developing into a tide of displaced 
persons. 


The Geneva meeting followed a Russian proposal in 
1994, subtequently backed by other CIS members, to 
formulate a plan of action that would prevent a further 
flow of millions of people following the five million 
who have already migrated in one direction of another 
since 1989. 


The displacement of populations has heen exacerbated 
since the Soviet Union fell apart in December 1991, with 
economic dislocation, civil war and no fewer that seven 
separate cthnic conflicts erupting within the borders of 
the CIS since its creation from the ruins of the Soviet 
Union. 


Further impetus was provided by the negative exemple 
of Yugoslavia. The prospect of millions more diplaced 
persons washing around the CIS has persuaded govern. 
ments to cooperate with neighbouring states of internal 
opponents in a search for long-term strategies that wil! 
prevent further disasters, organisers said here 
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“What ternfies us is the potential for further such 
movements, assistant High Commussioner for Refugees 
Sergio Vieira de Mello said. “The humanitanan threat, 
and (that) to regional stability and security, pustifies this 
ambitious approach.” 


Officials here said international bodies would help 
the CIS member states to sect up practical and Iegal 
means for dealing with current population problems and 
preventing unauthorised population movements in the 
future. They will partly finance the operation, although 
the cost has not yet been established 


Proposals include the setting out of migration polices 
harmonsation of legislaion among CIS states on mi- 
gration issues, respect for international norms on human 
nights and minorities, assistance to refugees, recoastruc 

tion and the creation of alert systems to avon crises 


(mganisers warned that the political nature of the 
problems meant that the search for a solution would 
be long and arduous 


It is too 22535 *o he optumistic,” Views de Mello sand 
But on the positivy side, he noted, gowernments in the 
region “now accept responsability for populations they 
could have washed thei hands of. More: ver, be added 
they have opted for action based on corporation and a 

-.-** aside of their political differences 


The spring conference, like the Geneva meeting, wil! he 
organised by the UN High Commissioner for Retugees 
[UNHCR], the Organisation for Security and Coopers 
von in Europe (OSCE), and the International Organise 
ton for Migrations. The venue has not yet heen decided 


UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond noted Tuesday that 
4 total of 60 millon people, including 28 million 
Russians, have been displaced within the former Soveect 
Union by a variety of factors including political changes 
natural disasters of cconomie problems 
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2 INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


Europe: Media Reaction to Clinton Address 
BR2S01 170896 


[FBIS Report] European dailies of 24 and 25 January 
Carry few oeditonals, some commentary, and much 
straight report on President Clinton's performance in 
&z State of the Union address 


FRANCE 


French dailies of 25 January do not carry any editonals 
or commentanes on Pre-ident Clinton's State of the 
Union address, but provide articles by their U_S.-hased 
correspondents. All papers note that Clinton's speech 
was well-received by both Democrat and Republican 
commentators, but fear that Mrs. Clinton affairs may 
have a negative impact on this year’s presidental 


campaign 


Washington correspondent Laurent Zecctin in influ- 
enual daly LE MONDE writes that Clinton presented 
himself as “a president above political disputes, a vi- 
sionary who wants to help the United Sides enter the 
21st century, and also a concilator who cares about th: 
difficulues of the poorest citizens, who are threatened 
by the extremist proposals of the Repudicans Zec- 
chins wews Clinton's speech as the utofficial launch 
of tis own clection campaign and notes that it had 
two purposes: to show his spirit of consensus and t 
stress his divergence on issucs of principle with the Re 
publican Panty. Although Clinton repeated some o> 
viously Democratic” principles on weltare policy, Zec- 
chini notes that he did not hesitate to use thei [the Re 
publicans'] own language with regard to the necessary 
downsizing of bureaucracy, family values. crime, and 
legal ummigration. Although Clinton showed his good 
will on highly urgent issucs such as the bud, | dispute 
and the increase of the national de coiling, Ze. him 
notes that the Republic ans are Continuing thew personal 
vendetta, as Clinton's ac'visers call it, again! the pres 
dential couple over the Whitewater affair, which con 
stitutes a teal political embarrassment for the bead of 
government. The author concludes that Rober Dole’s 
reply to the president's speech in which he cailed Clin 
ton ‘the ‘main oPstacle’ to a hudget agreement. showed 
that ‘the chances of reaching the consensus urged hy 
Mr. Clinton, 10 months before the presidential clectiot 
are virtually nonexistent 


Right-of-center LE FIGARO) s Washington correspor 
dem Stephane Marchand stresses that Cunton heat th 
Republicans at thew own game adding thal, with his 
cyes fixed on the § November clections, Mr Clint 
@ew a picture of America which Ronald Reagan. a 
chammon m the art of recleacthon, would not have d car 
proved As a tig enthusiast of thes kond of lyrical om 
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man show and strengthened by his populaity, Clenton 
began by Poasting the United States latest cownomx 
achhevements and Porrowed, one Py one, al! the con- 
servative themes of the Repubiicans, in a maneuver of 
encirciement which took the RepuPhcans Py surprise 
With regard to the budgei dispute, Marchand notes that 
polls show that Mr. Clinton has taken 
this trial of strength presen ing hirmscl! as 4 mol 
conciiaion who ‘ts trying to fring “uwiresponsiic ick 
ologists’ hack to reason. He also oMsecrves that tl 
year's State of the Umon address paid more atic: 
tO [oFeIZN Policy, WIth hie reoept successes a hicy< 
Bosnia, the Middle East, Harts, etc. Marchand concludes 
by saying that Mr. Dole’s spoech. who read tus ret 
with an almost gq ivering Voure, Was in pan 


nlvan'are 


trast to the S0-yewr-cld Clinton, who ms Pristlhing wr! 
energy and takes every opportunity to talk shout the 


future. LE FIGARO dedicates a bowed article to Mrs 
Clinton's alleged involvement ta the Whetew ater afta 
saying that when he was talking about his wile the 
Pressient looxed at Hillary as if she were af ange 
Many People Mink she ts father a sword 


hanging over the reclechhon campaigt 


frespondent Prerr 


Lett-otecoter LIBERATIOIN 


s 
Briancon concurs with the other dalees that ' " 


State ot the Union address was manly 

event, Sut he stresses Clinton's sfrft to the mel 
saying he gave a speech imepircd more yy nm odet ate 
Republican values than by tradivonal Democtatn Party 
tops. fn Brancon's opmmon, the President's calls 
to unite the energies of Ametica clearly show that the 


Presidem regained his confidence The content of the 


seven ‘chalienges he proposed mm parthoucal altracted 
envon Pecause of ther outright Repu an te he 
writes, although Ciimton took care | shine the dit 


ferences from hes adversarics§ most 
In ohn tt he Proguned wi Tle ww | " herTy ‘ 


cAiremMe Prormcts 


with A human fac { sAiny al aft ‘yt ' ? it 4* 
s huge majonty im the country revects the ideas of 


the ideological mght. The author oPserves that th 
President has made a poud Matt im 1946) ele 

one Major Geta: the legal trouPes of fis wite n 

and her j shic opvolivement in scveTa tfarrs 

XR H NcT! be wict Ncw y TR ore ‘ 
husiness daly LES ECHOW, notes that Cio ‘ 

for unity on the Pudget dispute remained ies 

since mm hus repiv Dole calied the Presides rh 


Marto an agreement and ‘tresecd ‘lc ‘ 


Kal diflefences which makes Poth artic. 


when it comes the role of the pove ‘ 2 
Riaher also rt ‘that the hiress reet’sy tery 
hrcgen ft cv. wih C lenton saving that ng? j 
the Sila nist tery ati Ameria * “ 
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world order should be that of a ‘peacemaker.”” How- 
ever, Hubert-Rodier also thinks that “the President's 
hardest test is yet to come” with the First Lady's ap- 
pearance before the Grand Federal Jury. 


Macabrey reports from Washington that in his State of 
the Union address, which clicited “many culogies from 
analysts and politicians, including Republicans,” Clin- 
ton “resolutely positioned himself at the center, through 
a mixture of Republican themes and Democratic prior- 
ities presented with cloguence. Macabrey also notes, 
however, that despite playing “the card of moderation 
and cooperation between the two parties, Clinton does 
not seem to have “come any closer to a compromise” on 
the budget, “jy iging ‘tum the skeptical reaction of the 
Republicans and the reply — partisan and much less elo- 
quent — of Bob Dole, thew principal presidential candi- 
date.” “Pulling the rug from under his adversaries’ feet 
by borrowing several of thei favorite themes,” Clin- 
ton “provoked an annoyed admiration among the Re- 
publicans. who jealously s2w their political adversary 
stealing with so much case thei best clectoral slogans.” 
However, the author remarks, the Republicans ‘have 
good reason to be distrustful of the President's verbal 
commitments” because he “has not yet pul an ent to 
‘the welfare state in its current form, despite fervent 
promises made during his 1992 campaign.” 


ITALY 


Ktalian papers of 25 January chiefly carry reports and 
commentaries bul no editorials on the Clinton State of 
the Union address. 


In a page 4 Mario Piatero report on the State of the 
Union address Milan's centrist financial daily IL SOLE- 
24 ORE writes that Clinton's speech contained propos. 
als which “move the President ever further over toward 
4 center-right stance, thus increasing the Republicans 
difficulties.” “The election campaign has begun, the 
writer concludes. 


Turin’s centrist LA STAMPA carries on page 9 a Paolo 
Passarini report which describes Clinton's speech as 
“extremely conciliatory in tone,” “aiming to reaffirm his 
role as the guarantor of national unity” But Passarin 
warns that, while “as always. opinion polls taken 
immediately after the speech were favorable to the 
President, they were also favorable to George Bush a 
few months before the electorate sent him packing Be 
that as it may, “his conciliatroy tone, at least for the ume 
being, has paid off.” but “it remains to he seen whether 
Clinton will maintain this course, because until a year 
ago he seemed to have opted for a strategy of head 
on colhsion with Gus Republican Congress Passarin: 
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warns that “if he changes his mind again, he will not 
have the me to cxpiain his new position” 


In a page 13 commentary by Alberto Pasolini Zanelli 
Milan's right-of<enter % GIORNALE talks of Clin- 
ton’s “great eloquence and ability,” saying the President 
was “masterful, if somewhat brazen-faced” in dealing 
more with the future than the past, the supposed object 
of the State of the Union speech. Outlining “the reasons 
why he deserves to be reelected,” Clinton “threw .n the 
waste paper basket” the “traditions, seas, and prion- 
ties” of the Democratic Party, engaging in a “planned 
robbery” of the Republican platform with all the skull 
of an “extremely effective orator. The author concludes 
by saying that “Bill won hes first battle of the year in 
Congress, a very able sell-promoter,” but warns that “to- 
morrow it will be up to Hillary. 


In Rome's left-cf-center LA REPUBBLICA commen- 
tator Purtio Colombo, in a page 13 report datclined New 
York, lauds the stage menagement in the run-up to the 
speech, suggesting the time spent by the TV cameras 
dwelling on Mrs Clinton and Cheisea before the Pres- 
dent's entry was deliberately ‘calculated’ to set the 
scene and win over the television audience. The au- 
thor thus concludes that “the most important clecuon ad 
of 1996 was recorded live the might of the State of the 
Union speech.” 


In a parallel commentary on pages | and 14 Colombo 
says that “the troubled President of a divided coun- 
try succeeded in “disonenting his adversaries showing 
“psychological, technical, and oratoral mastery.” “The 
clechon campaign has begun well for the Democrats, 
thanks to Clinton's mastermece of weights and bal- 
ances, in which he ‘stole’ the Reputiicans ‘battle 
standard.” “The President, the author concludes, “with 
that look of serenity on his face, calculated his every 
move. On the evening of 24 January every move was 
successful 


On pages | and 15 of Rome's L°UNITA., the Democratic 
Party of the Left's official organ, commentator Gianluigi 
Melega calls Clinton's speech an example of how a 
politician can resort to tactics at a time when lofty 
strategic objectives are difficull to impose, noting the 
President's skill in “sidestepping’ Mrs Clinton's legal 
troubles and choosing rather to rely or hes ‘televised 
demonstration of conjugal fidelity and loyalty having 
on his audience the cilect of a ‘happy ending’ in a TV 
soap opera” “There is a time for tactics and a time for 
strategy. the author concludes, and over the next few 
weeks Bill Clinton will prove that without preeminent 
skills in Doth, a man is unlikely to be clected President 
of the United States 
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Reporter Gianni Ricotta, in an arucie headlined “Strong 
Couple Ready for Battle” on page 6 of Milan's cen- 
wist CORRIERE DELLA SERA. says Clinton “may be 
a mediocre president but he is a formidable candidate. 
According to Ricotta, the Presidesi appeared “enthusi- 
astic, charismatic, and convincing on the right topics, 
the crucial ones in the [election] campaign.” “If he had 
adnunistered the country ip this way, insicad of yield- 
ing to Gemagogucry and bad advisers, including his 
wife Hillary, he would now be unbeatable.” Clinton is 
‘strongest when i comes to values, although he has 
“henefited from results achieved by others” lac New 
York Mayor Gruliam and Governor Pataki. The avibor 
calls the President's tribute to the baby boomer gener- 
ation “a master stroke, a perfect populist move, while. 
dwelling on Mrs Clinton's legal troubles, he warns that 
‘anyone who underestimates the [presidential] coupic. 
once top of the class in Yale's law faculty, is making a 
mistake. They are tough partners, and they will fight. 
“By the ume Bill Clinton had finiwshed displaying the 
final weapon taken from the RepuPicans’ arsenal, the 
[election] contest seemed to have begun, and, the au- 
thor concludes, “he is a very great candidate 


Om pages | and 6 of CORRIERE DELLAS ERA com- 
mentator Eamio Carctto lauds the President's “stead- 
fast, realistic, and impartial argument, focused on the 
country’s real problems,” calling it “his clection man- 
ifesto and the platform for his second term, which at 
the moment seems imreasingly likely, illustrated in 
Kennedy-like terms.” Caretto says Clinton has emerged 
from his trial of strength with the Republicans ‘as a 
president for all seasons — not only today’s leader but 
tomorrow's too,” making Boh Dole look like ‘one of 
the many has-beens.” “The President set against the Re- 
publicans” neoconservative credo a return to the center, 
America’s natural position, and “he did so very skil- 
fully Clinton “portrayed himself as a ‘new Democrat, 
appropriating “the various favorite ethical topics of the 
Right and he “thus outmancuvered the Republicans 
‘ht will be a long clectoral contest from now through 
November,” the author concludes, “and Clinton, who 
started in the lead yesterday, could suffer some scnous 
sethacks along the way, including the Whitewater san- 
dal. But his counterattack left its mark 


SPAIN 


in its 25 January edition Madrid's ssdependent centns! 
EL MUNDO carnes a page 22 an Ana Baron commen. 
tary on the State of the Union address which ports to 
the shift toward the Reputicans in the speech =I! pres. 
dential speeches were copyrighted, President Bill Clin. 
ton would have had to pay the RepuPbicans a fairly sig- 
mificant sum of money on Wednesday might. Mis speech 
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on the State of the Union included all the tradmonal 
themes of the U.S. conservatives. In a page 2 Anto- 
mo Cano commentary Madrid's center-ictt EL PAIS of 
25 January also focuses on the Repubbcan slant im the 
President's speech “Clinton abandoned a great part of 
the Democratic Party's tradmonal orthodoxy to outhnc 
a conservative program (in the economic, sacl, and 
moral field) with only small concessions to the lherals., 

to strengthen the possitulity of his reelection which the 


polls are predicting 


According to EL MUNDO. ‘the strategy of using con- 
servative themes while simultancously offering a Demo- 
cTatc vison of them was very clever, given that the US 
public considers this speech the stat of Clinton's cle - 
bon campaign Clinton placed himseci! ‘im the center 
of the U.S. political spectrum,” the objective beimg ‘to 
hold onto the conservative democraty clectorate which 
voted for Reagan im 1982.” and ‘wo capture the mod. 
crate Conservative voters whose disagreement with the 
strongest conservatives in Congress and with the Chris. 
tan night has become mncreasingly clea 


On the other hand, EL MUND®) notes, Clinton went or 
the offensive with a surprisingly concihatory tone wher h 
has left the Republicans with little room for mancuvet 


According to EL PAIS, Clinton set hiumecif above the 
partes to herald what he called the ‘era of posites 


BELGIUM 


In the 25 January edition of Brussels’ Flemish sociale 
DE MORGEN in Dutch Washington correspondent 
Tom Ronse writes on page 18 that Clinton won the first 
round of the clechon hattle with Senate Leader Boh 
Dole “by large.” However, Ronse asserts. they did not 
fight on equal terms. Clinton set out his arguments in the 
annual State of the Union address in Congress, whereas 
Dole had to make pubic the Repubian reply im a 
small room without supporters” Because Clinton has 
ho opponents in his race toward Democtatn nommnation 
he could afford to take a moderate and reconciliatory 
position. Ronse heheves that the President's popularity 
was given got another push upwesrd, and if clectiom 
were held today the President would win However, he 
concludes, “November is still a long way off 


Washington correspondent Nathahe Mattherem writes 
on page 7 of the 25 January edition of Brussels’ 
independent ceninst LE SOMR in French that the State of 
the Umen address officially launched the 1996 election 
campaign and thal President Clinton has refound his 
new Democrat style whah won him the 199) 
clecthion. Mattherem concludes that at the moment when 
traditionally moderate Boh Dole must rane bis wore to 
prove to an morcasingly more conservative Reputiican 
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Party that he deserves his nomunation, Uc President has 
refound a centrist voice.” 


In conservative Catholic newspaper Brus:7!s LA LIBRE 
BELGIQUE in French on p 5 of its 25 January edition 
candidate outlined a program with, strangely enough. 
Republican emphases.” “By praising the family, by 
declaring war on youth gangs. and condemning violence 
on television, the President has taken over some of the 


because the last few years have been characterized 
by a forceful comeback for ideologies in the poliucal 
parucs 


According to Juurd Eiysvoogel in a commentary on page 
$ of the 24 January issue of Rotterdam’s independent 
NRC HANDELSBLAD. the message of the State of 
the Union address was: “1 am a man of the center, in 
many respects my ideas Jo not differ from those of the 
Republicans, but, as a plus, I have a social conscience.” 
Ejjsvoogel areucs that “this will be the strategy that 
Clinton will pursue this year to win reelection as 
President — 


A separate page 7 NRC MHANDELSBLAD editonal, 
after surmmarizing the content of the address, observes 
that Clinton's imitiatives to curb negative domestic 
wends are ‘significantly less convincing’ compared 
to the foreign policy imitiatives recently taken. And 
given the ongoing budget dispute with the Republicans. 
the paper concludes that “his message sounded like 
whistling im the dark” 


In a 25 January page 9 editonal Rotterdam’s indepen- 
dent ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD also pounts to the State 
of the Union address’s play for the political center: “The 
main subject of the annual State of the Union address 
which the U.S. President delivered to the assembled 
Congress was Bill Clinton. it is true that he did not 
give himself prominence, but his address was clear di- 
rected toward the US muddle class, the section of the 
population which could help him to a second term in of- 
fice.” The Republicans’ attack on the address is seen as 
an advantage for Clinton. “The Republn . °s have been 
mustaken in their view of Clinton. If he can maintain his 
resistance to the Republican attack on the welfare state, 
a second term im the White House cannot be ruled out 


SCANDINAVIA 
Scandinavian papers of 25 January carry sparse com- 


mentary on the President's State of the Union address 
bul do report a in some detail 
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Copenhagen’s conservauve BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
im its page 12 edmonal describes the address as “a rela- 
uvely successful attempt both to appear as a statesman 
and therefore the leader of all Americans and to give 
himself the profile of a center-seckuang Democratic pres- 
idential candidate.” A page 15 Michael Kuttiner “News 
Analysis” arucle says that “the US. President looked 
hike himself, but spoke like a Republican.” After cxam- 
imng the content of the address and the divisions among 
Republicans Kuttner concludes: “Taking all things into 
consideration, tts ts good for Clinton and his chances 
of reelecuon. What has happened to classxc Democratic 
ideals, such as social responsitulity is a different maticr 
which not many people talk about, and these include the 
President, who clearly has learned from his mistakes 


Copenhagen’s Social Democrat DET FRI AKTUELT 
in a page 17 “Analysis” article sums up the Clinton 
speech as follows: “In the President's annual report to 
Congress and the people on the “State of the Union’ Bill 
Chiaton radiated opumism and reconcihation on behalf 
of the United States. But his personal state as President 
is stall frail 


Osio’s conservative AFTENPOSTEN in its page 18 
editorial describes the coment of the State of the Union 
address as fairly predictable stances. Clinton's social 
engagement, his talk of curfung government power, and 
the US. role of world superpower mean nevertheless 
that “it was a speech delivered by a full-Dloaded 
poliucian. This os something Bill Clinton has been for 
the whole of his adult life. 


Stackholm's independent liheral DAGENS NYHETER 
in its page A2 editonal comments “If everything simply 
depended on the appearances’ Then Bill Clinton would 
he ae to capect to he counted among the better US 
presidents. He has made many good speeches. Tuesday 
evening s address on the “State of the Naton’ was 
one of them. It contained a measure of confidence 
and inspiring words about jomnt efforts” The paper 
concludes hy pouting to Clinton's protiems. “No matter 
how skillful they are speeches cannot hide the fact that 
Bill Clinton has no .ntrol over the political agenda He 
is without the moncy for reforms. And what is worse 
in the long term 1s that the actions of his wife, Hillary 
Clinton, are to he investigated 


Stackhoim's imdependent conservative SVENSKA 
DAGBLADET im its page 2 cditornal stresses the 
sift toward Republican stances im the President's 
address and describes it as a virtuoso demonstration of 
Clinton's atlity to adapt. a quality which has proved 
very useful mm clacton campaigns, Put which has 
weakened his presidential sura and carned his the lah! 
of ‘turncoat’ The editonal then proceeds to discuss a 
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some length Hillary Clinton's ‘shady dealings’ which 
nsk losing Clinton the suppon of whae middic~<lass 
voters. 


EU: EC on Defense Industry Competition With US. 


MS2601102596 London INDEPENDENT in English 
26 Jan % pis 


[Report by Russell Hotten: “Ewope Calls For Stuand 
Agamst American Arms] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The European Commusson 
[EC] yesterday called on governments to forge closer 
defence links to protect the arms industry agamst 
mcteasing dor mation by U.S. companies 


In a week when Fokker’s financial criss underimed 
the problems facing Europe, the EC report warned that 
an independent arms industry can only survive through 
Closer co-operavon 


Martin Bangemann, the European Indutry Commus- 
sioner called for a common approach to defence pro- 
curement, import duties, and a buy- Europe policy to 
protect thousands of johs 


Such comments will cause concern im the US. the 
main exporter of defence equipment to Europe. But Mr 
Bangemann sand: “We want to improve our compeutve 
situation. If the United States docen't like a I cannot 
change that” 


But Mr Bangemann linked his call for closer co- 
operaion with the eventual need for a common Euro- 


pean defence and security policy, something that will 
he resisted by many in the British government 


The UK's decision Last year to buy American-made Co- 
twa helicopters rather than the European-made Tiger. 
was greeted with particula concern by other El’) mem- 
hers 


Between 198% and 1992, EU nations imported almost 
$1. 8a (12bn pounds) worth of arms from the U.S. while 
exporting less than Sitn back And hetwoen 1984 and 
1992, the EU's industry shed 600,000 of its 1.6 million 
jomhs, mostly im Prance, Britain, Germany, ltaly and 
Sweden. Ai $65hn. the EU's defence industrial output 
is leas than half that of the US 


Mr Bangemann proposed ending arms-telated Cusioms 
duties between EU member states, with the possiblity 


of increasing those on US. imports to the maximum 
rate allowed by the World Trade Grganisation 


Jount procurement on some European defence projects 
would save EU budgets as much a $14 Shm a year. Mr 
Bangemann hele ves 


But with defence industnes +0 intertwined with satonal 
amibons, CO-Operabon Of pount ventures is rare 


Brush Acrospace [BAc} and GEC operate cross-border 
alliances although further wicgration «© hindered by 
navonal poliucal considerations 


Al last year s CBI conference Dick Evans, clect es- 
ecutive of BAc, spoke of the urgent need for deeper 
co-operation and rationalissvon to mect the US. chal- 


lenge 


The specch was warmly welcomed by the Defence 
Procurement Minister, ⸗ Artuthnot, who urged the 
Government to co-operate with its European partners to 
bring about change 


Mr Evans sad: With the Europess defence industry 
im its Current fragmented state, simply Uwowng the 
market open to unboidied competion would te yet 
further invitation for US compames to slice thew way 
into Europe Eurofigmter 2000 the lagest European 
collaborative arms project. recently moved a step closer 
to production, but it 1s fa from airborne 


Compames from Brian, Germany. laly and Span 


cooperate on Eurofigiter. but has heen plagued by 
com overruns and technology proMicms 


But « may help smooth the way to further integration 
between European industries, such as a proposed mus- 
siles merger hetwoen Brith Acrospace and Prance + 
Mata 


Cok: Votes To Admit Rewia ax Member 


AUJDSOIIRS9SS Paris AFP im Enelioh 
18584 GMT 25 Jan & 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Strashourg. Jan 25 (APF) 
The Council of Europe voted Thursday [25 January) 
to adrmut Russia a a memher despite comerm over 
Moscow's human nights record 


The vote Py the council's Parhamentary Avsemhy was 
164 in favor, 4S against and 15 abetentiom 


The assemPly agreed to ask the Councils caccutive 
hady. the council of ministers, to ratty the decnwon and 
assign Russia 18 scats in the legislature 


The Council « « pan-Buropean organization which 
seovks to promote demaracy and protection of hburman 
nights across the continent 
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EL: Ministers Discus: Idea of EL Employment Plan 
BR24011240% Stoctholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 23 Jan % p 10 


[Report by Yiwa Nilsson “Only Permon Express i 
EMU Doutts”} 

(PBIS Translated Text) Brussels — Finance Minister 
Goran Fersson spoke cathusastcally im suppor of 
the Swedish proposal for an employment umon when 
EU finance munisters met in Brussels on Monday [22 
January). But a competing séca is Corculating mm the EU 
and was praised by several people on Monday. including 
the Belgian finance moenister 


The fight for more jom was at the top of the agenda 
for more of less all of the EU's finance ministers when 
they discussed the work and prormes of the next few 
months at thew first mecung of the year Several of 
them sad they were disappointed that the economic 
upswing had not been strong cnough to get the hetier 
of unemployment, and that what had been done so fa 
a the EV level is not sufficient 


Another Propoxal 


Few of them had any concrete proposals for what shouk’ 
he done 


The Swedish finance minister struck another Mors for 
the Swedish idea of including a secton on employ ment 
in the EL) treaty when it 1 reviewed soon 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS ? 


Thess sould give the weue a more firmly-anchorad 
posites im cooperabon, Goran Persson sad 


Beigee Finance Minster Phhppe Maystadt countered 
wih 2 proposal whoch has been surfacing recently ve 
the German dchate — an employment pact 


Demands on these pattcmpating in EMU that they 
mammian struct budget discophac would he linked with 
po guarapices. restyant im wage creases. gum apicod 
soctal welfare mghts. and a fence labor markt 


The major difference between Persson’s umoon and the 
German pact « that the pact would fe supranahomal 
— m other words, « would gn: the El’ powers 
ower member counties -— while Swoaden would ite 
to see everytiung happemag Uhrrough comscnsus among 
COuntTICS 


Not Optimetic 


Goran Persson was the only speaker eho did not concur 
m the general opumusm that the current cconomx 
slowdown 1 only temporary 


if « comtunucs, «t will inewitahly affect the counties 

putix sector finances and therefore which countries 
will take part in the first rownd of EMU. Persson told 
the press. Thus made tom the only minister to openly 
cupress skepticuem show! the launch date of 1999 for 
the common currency 
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Acstria: Former Nazi on SS Link to Arms Depots 


AU2401 162596 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 24 jan Wp} 


flaxrview with Wibeim Hoctl, a ferae Naz untel- 
lhgence officer in Austria. by Werner A Soninger in 
Altaussee; Gate not given: “Americans Me 04 the SS") 


(FBIS Transiacc Text] (Beamge:| N? ‘teri, =Sa 
role Gd you play in the SS imtellignxe ·ace & 
the Nuremberg wa crimes inal you appeurc w & 
Ctuef witness for the prosecuvon and were therefore not 
extradited to Hungary How did the United ‘states make 
you work for them’ 


[Hoet!} Before the Anschluss in 1938, meaning from 
1934 on, | worked in the illegal security of intelligence 
service of the SS in Austria. and following the An- 
schbuss, | was taken over from the illegal into the official 
security service. In Altaussee in May 1945, two or three 
Gays after the surrender, | was apprehended by the US 
imtelligence service for the occupied territories, the CIC 
(Counter Intelligence Corps. the US. Army intelligence 
orgamization — cditonal board) When the Nuremberg 
trial was over, | was released normally un October 1947. 


[Beninger}] Didn't the CIC contact you for a possible 
collaboration when you were in prison’ 


[Hoett!] Not yet, bul they already approached me in 
Nuremberg ume and again, & an cxperi, so to speak 
The story of the trial was less interesting for those 
people than whal they wanted to know from me. They 
wanted to know whal we — by we | mean the German 

service — had done in southeastern Europe 
At that ume, the line started to turn. The Russians were 
no longer allies of the Americans, Dut thei potential 
enermes. That hegan in 1946, and the CIC was always 
faster than the official line in this respect. Late in 1947, 
they made initial attempts to get me to collaborate with 


[Beninger} Who approached you’ 


(Hoewl) There was a certain Mr. Ringer of CIC 
Salzburg. Of course, | do not know whether this was 


peeuconym of Kern and became active in what 
now called the radical right-wing scene in Germany. 
editor of DEV TSCHE WOCHENZEITUNG 

and NATIONAL-ZEITUNG, which sul! exit today 
and are tun by Dr. Prey in case the Russians occupied 
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the western pars of Austria the CIC wanted to set up 
a so-<alled l-nctwork, a invasion actwork according 
to the German model. In this respect. | was sot 
charge of the arms depots, bul for the estabi:shment of 
a setwork of radio transmitters, and for thu purpose 
1 used the good services of some of my former siaf! 
members — caperts, in other words — hecause i 15 pot 
casy to become an imiciligence caper! withen 4 short 
ume. We installed the I-nctwork in Upper Austra and 
Salzburg. 


[Beninger] Did you make use of structures dating hack 
to the Third Reich’ 


{[Hoettl) Yes, we practiced the same thong in 194445 
before the Russians came 


[Beninger] What specifically were you downg” 


Heen From my viewpoint, bases were set up which 
in the event of an invamon by the Russians, the Red 
Army, were to stay in contact with a U.S. headquarters 


[Beninger] Where was this headquarters’ 


[Hoettl} | don't know. The bases were in Upper Austria. 
in Salzburg, in secluded places, if possibic 


|Beninger) This was a pure information nctwork, bul 
someone would have had to wage the guerrilla warfare 


[Hoett!] In this respect, the United States had other 
conaections and put thew stakes on Olah (Pranz Olah, a 
former Austrian Trade Umon Foderation president and 
a former interior minutes — editonal board) and his 


supporters 
[Beninger] What other people were there’ 


[Hoetl) It was decuive that Kernmayr and similar 
people like Karl Kowark — who had been a regional 
leader of the Hider Youth organization m the Ostmark 
[now Lower Austria] — recruited young people who 
came back from the military. They were all clearly 
anti- commumst and should have fulfilled them task in 
the case of war. There were paralic! operation We 
knew about cach other. Olah was a penerous man and 
did not have reservabons politically As you know, | 
came from the SS. and these people generally came 
from the Waffen-SS. Karl Ney (a icading SS man — 
editonal board) was in charge of the military operation. 
he was a Hungarian emigre who under my leaderstup 
recruited Munganan crugres living in Upper Austria and 
Salzburg. They started holding mulitary exercises in the 
Totengeturge mountains 


[Beninger| Dad the Americans know about thu’ 
[Hoettl) Yes, they even forced a 
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: h all weet via the Mack market. and $20 on the 
(Hoes) | personally doa"t. The Amencans had other Mack market was a fortune. These poopie had to have 


[Beamger) Do you know the sites of the arms depot” (Hoel) Of course. and « was sufficient @ thal ume 
someting im fcscrve in Case of af Cmerpency 


the Tennengebirge mountains [Beninger] Do you sull know anyone from that ume’ 
Your contact man was a CIC officer 
[Benmger} Do you know what type of arms are badden 
there ’ ({Hoett}) Yes, that is the rule. The first one was Mr 


[Hoetl} The Americans supplied what were the most Ringer, bat | Jon't know any other names, but as I saad, 
modern arms af that time in their original packing. ‘< only one who already worked im the mulitary sector 
But where and to whom they were supplied. I never —- @ that ume was Dr. Ney, who then went to Germany, to 
knew. It was the objective of the I-nrtwork to stay in =e Federal Intelligence Service. | don't tak he is still 
touch and establish contacts with the individual people ane He was probably older than I. There 1s no one left 
who were ready to cffer rewstance. Olah was onc of im Austria. Those who were members of the Gmunden 
those who were mainly responsible. It must be stressed = “cle, as ot was called, are dead 

again and again that im the case of an emergency. 

Olah would probably have been the decuive man. | [Benunger) Where was the headquarters’ 

am also convinced that Olah did not embezzic trade 

union funds but received the money from the United = (Hocit!] In Gmunden we rented a villa on the lake 
States. However, as a man of honor, he preferred a court 


semtence to revealing this fact |Beninger| Were the Austrian authorities informed” 
[Beninger) The Americans casentially made use of the 
structures from the Navi cra [Hoett!} The Austrian State Police watched us. These 


detectives who were employed hy the State Police were 
fools, absolute hots. The most important thing was. 
however, that whenever they stafted taking action and 


{[Hoetl! They wanted these structures That um why 
L.cy continued to support them. Most of them were SS 


perp estahinheng contacts, the Americans hindered them. We 
[Beninger) In what way did they finance ut all’ You were taboo for Austrian authorities. They could not do 
were certainly pan anything 
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UK: Major Renews Arms Deco=missioning Call 
LD2501162396 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1600 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[By PA News parliamentary staff correspondent David 
Cracknell] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Prime Minister John Major to- 
day renewed his cail for Sinn Fein/IRA [irish Repubhi- 
can Army] to give up their weapons. Pressed at Com- 
mons question time on ‘ae peace process, he said he 
would like to see the start of all-party talks “as speed- 
ily as possible”. But he said: “The impediment to all- 
party talks is, and has been, the unwillingness of Sinn 
Fein/IRA to begin the decommissioning of their arms. 
If they will begin the decommissioning of their arms, 
there would be no justification for any party not to at- 
tend and join in all-party talks leading to negotiations.” 


His call comes as Downing Street today mounted a 
vigorous fightback over criticism over Mr Major's plan 
for elections to boost the peace process. 


Serious differences emerged between London and 
Dublin over the move as furious nationalists warned 
it would be a recipe for domination by the province's 
Unionist majority. Irish premier John Bruton publicly 
dismissed the plan as “no more than an idea” and his 
deputy, Dick Spring, warned it could create a cul-de-sac 
in the Neace process. 


Mr Major has pinned his hopes to elections for a ne- 
gouiating body after the international arms commission 
concluded paramilitaries would never agree to the cen- 
tral British demand to hand over weapons before joining 
all-party talks. The reacuon from Dublin — never ex- 
pected to be more than lukewarm — today cast senous 
doum ever the scheme. 


Downing Street demed the Irish Government was being 
bounced into a position it opposed and insisted that 
Dublin was given “a very clear idea” of thinking 
in Whitehall 24 hours in advance of the Commons 
announcement yesterday. 


Mr Major said: “The point made in the Miichell 
Commission about the decommissioning of weapons 
was that Sinn Fein/IRA would not decommission, not 
that they could not decommission. And we sull look 
forward to heanng from Sinn Fein/IRA whether they 
accept the other elements of the Mitchell report, whether 
they accept the six principles, whether they accept 
the fact that they must condemn and stop for good 
punishment beatings and punishment killings. And | 
think we still await a comprehensive response to them 
upon those matters 
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The Pxime Minister had been told by Tory Ann Winter- 
ton (Congleton) “that the continuing campaign of vio- 
lence by the IRA and Sinn Fein has betrayed the peace 
process”. And she asked him to urge them to accept 
the Mitchell report recommendations “and cease their 
heinous actions immediaicly”. She said if peace was to 
continue in the long term in Northern Ireland, Sinn Fein 
and the IRA had two clear options — cither to begin 
decommissioning ther weapons immediately or agree 
to take part in the “democratic process” outlined by Mr 
Major yesterday. 


UK: Hume, Trimble Int-rviewed on Northern 
Ireland 


MS$2501121696 London ITV Television Network 
in English 1900 GMT 24 Jan 96 


[Interview with Social Democratic Labor Party Leader 
Jonn Hume and Ulster Unionist Party Leader David 
Trimble by presenter Jon Snow; Hume and Trimble in 
Westminster studio, Snow in London studio; from the 
“Channel Four News” program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Snow] Well to discuss the 
positions they have laid out today we are joined now 
from Westminster by John Hume the leader of the 
Nationalist SDLP [Social Democrat Labor Party}, and 
David Trimble the Leader of the Ulster Unionist Party. 


[Snow] John Hume anything there the prime minister 
said that in anyway changes your mind on this’ 


[Hume] Well he is obviously not aware of the facts, 
because the !ast two bodies that were elected in Northern 
Ireland did not have powers, they were exactly the 
same as he is now proposing. We have had a Northern 
Ircland Convention and a Northern Ireland Assembly 
with Jim Pnor also elected to negotiate our future, and 
my argument is that it is not the means of doing it 
because you have an clected talking shop which in fact 
becomes a shouting match. And of course if you look 
at the facts, we have had now cease-fires for seventeen 
months, and then the two governments announce a twin- 
track approach. The Mitchell commission moved very 
urgently and very swiftly over the Christmas and the 
new year period they met, and very swiftly, very swiftly 
brought forward the proposal, but once the proposals are 
brought forward which 1s, call all parties to the table 
but make themselves committed to the six principles, in 
other words, total renunciation of violence. And instead 
of doing that the government today introduces another 
long fingenag exercise by announcing that they might 
have an election in April or May 


[Snow, interrupting) Will you participate in such elec- 
tions if they do? 





is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 








FBIS-WEL -96-018 
26 January 1996 


{Hume} Well first of all he has said he wants to discuss 
with us this, and we will be very happy if he did discuss 
with us what his ideas are because he has not done that 
to date, but he has obviously done it with other parties. 
Our view on this 1s based on total rational situation, we 
wani to see al! parties talking together obviously. and 
we want to see them reach agreement, and want to see 
lasting statility im our society, and that can only come 
about through dialogue, but I believe that the method 
of dialogue 1s very important given that twice before in 
recent umes we have had elected bodies to conduct the 
dialogue and al] they have been 1s shouting matches... 


[Snow, interrupting) Just before you take it further ict 
me biag in David Trimble 


{Hume} OK. 


[Snow] David Trimble clearly you are very plcssed 
to have elections, because that’s what you have been 
calling for, whe question is, will you respond te Mr 
Bruton’s call for you perhaps to talk with people who 
don't feel as happy about the prospect of clecuions’ 


[Trimble] Well we have been doing that 
[Snow, mterrupung)| But that includes Sinn Fein even’ 


[Trimbic} John piecase | have only just started to speak, 
we have heen doing that, and indeed we have deen 
having intensive discussions with John Hume's SDLP 
over the course of the last six weeks on this and 
on other senous issues, and we are prepared t) talk 
to other people as well, and we have goi to clea 
up misconceptions about this. At the last assemPvy in 
Northern Ireland John didn't walk into, now when we 
get a new cliected body I hope he will and | hope other 
parties will come forward. and we do need to have a 
situation where the people of Northern Ireland have 
the chance to speak, they have been silent for fourteen 
years, fourteen years since the people of Northern 
ircland have been able in a fair electoral system that will 
give them the full range of choice to send a message 
to the political leaderstup, I think in the new situation 
we are Moving into it's only mght in principle that there 
he clecthions, and | do think that in those clections the 
people of Northern Ircland are going to send a very 
clear message to some of the political leaders, and | 
think if 1s gorng to be a very positive message, and you 
will note the very strong support in opimon polls in 
Northern ireland for preciccly this move and this way 
forward 


[Snow] But David TrimMe forgive me coming in 
there, but the difficulty surely is that any clection in 
Northern Ireland before anything changes physically 

democratically, 1s going to produce surely exactly the 
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same power Diocks, running along exactly along the 
same ethnic lines that we have had down history’ 


[Trimble] Well let's see what 1s going to happen, | said 
to you I think you will find when the clecuons come that 
we are going to see the people scading a message, and 
we do need to know who speaks for whom. We have 
4 situation here where there are people who claim they 
have a mandate, and some of them do not have very 
much of a mandate, and some of them do not have a 
mandate in 4 way relaies Wo a peace process. We need to 
have a situation where we do know before we enter into 
serious negotuations who actually has a mandate, and 
we need them to get a mandate on a clearly democratic 
program. and I think you will find when this comes 
along that you will find the people of Northern Ireland 
will be un effect giving the politcal leadership a message 
to get down to serious discussions, and we can't have 
any other way in which all the parties will be present, 
I think that ts very important. 


[Snow] John Hume, the prime minister has offered 
one other way, and that is for the IRA to produce 
some weapons, now why Joesn't the IRA call the 
government's bluff, there will be no eclecuions, there 
would be immediate al! party talks’ 


{Hume} Well | would like to see that happening because 
as you know what | want to see ts the gun taken 
completely taken out of our situation, and 1 would like 
to see them do that, but there is a physiological factor 
inere, the surrender factor which is very big in the Irish 
mentality as some or: the people i the street made clear 
there when they were interviewed, | would like to see 
that happening. | want to sec... 


[Snow, interrupung) Forgive me again for butting in, 
but surely the government today has in a sense itself 
surrendered a point and that point is that it does recog- 
mise that talking could occur before decommissioning 
has commenced and that is a ig change for the gov- 
ernment. is'nt it worth you calling upon Mr Adams and 
indeed on the IRA itself to deliver some weapons? 


{Hume} I have no problem, I have done that before, | 
wouldn't he repeating myself by saying | would like to 
see weapons produced to the satisfaction of all sides that 
are got rid of. The real question in this whole situation of 
course 1s have they stopped using them because peop) 
are blufiing. if people are bluffing, they could hand over 
weapons tomorrow and buy more the newt day, and the 
real guestion 1s when they say they have stopped, have 
they stopped, that's — and I believe they have, and | 
Nelieve we have to move swiftly to the next stage, and 
that stage is all-party talks. and we have to as part of 
that process make sure that we remove the gun forever 
from our sacrety 
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[Snow] Brnefly David Trimble, what can you offer that 
will produce confidence in the Nationalist community 
that they won't simply be bamboozled by the Protestant 
majonty into the same old corners of old? 


[Trimbie} Well first of all what we need — to be sure 
that the terrorist organizations are turning their back on 
terror and moving towards peace and democracy, and 
if they can’t prove they are moving towards peace by 
delivering weapons then let them prove they are moving 
toward democracy by submitung to the democratic 
process. With regard to the other matter you mentioned 
we have said that we would accept a body with no 
powers, that we will accept a body that is me limited, 
we want to see that it is under an clectoral system 
thal gives every party even the smallest, a far chance 
of gaming representation if they have the necessary 
support, and we have been prepared as we have done 
with John Hume's party over the last six weeks to sit 
down and talk these matters through. Now that | think 
represents a very Clear carnest of our intention to see 
this move forward in a positive way 


[Snow] David Trimble, John Hume | am sorry, there we 
must leave it, thank you both very much indeed. 


UK: Article Outlines Efforts on Peace Process 


LD25S01185796 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1818 GMT 25 Jan 9 


[By James Hardy, Political Editor, PA News} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] New doubts tonight hung over 
the Ulster peace process after a bitter war of words 
hetween over the call by John Major for clections in 
the province 


The Prime Minister despatched a personal letter to Irish 
premier John Bruton in a bid to aver a difference of 
opimon escalating into a full-blown crisis. 


And Irish deputy prime minister Dick Spring made an 
urgent call for talks with Ulster Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew as the row grew over the proposal to hold 
elections for a negotiating body. 


The Irish Government made no secret of its opposition 
to the plan, which furious nationalists fear will simply 
hand over decision-making about the peace process to 
the unionist majority. 


Mr Bruton accused the Government of taking “unilat- 
eral” decisions and Mr Spring warned the proposal could 
lead the peace process up a cul-de-sac. 


Downing Street vigorously demed attempung to bounce 
Dublin into backing elections and said Mr Mayor 
informed Mr Bruton of his intentions in a phone call on 
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Tuesday [23 January] evening, prior to his Commons 
Statement on Wednesday. 


The proposal was the British response to the report 
of the international arms commussion which concluded 
that the paramilitaries would never give up arms before 
jornmng all-party talks. 


The Prime Minister's letter was said by aides to be 
intended “to help give a faiz wind” to the plan. 


He is understood to have stressed there was no question 
of creating a new Stormont-style assembly - the source 
for years of nationalist resentment - and the only 
intenuon behind the proposals was to bring all parties 
to the negouating table. 


At Commons questions, he insisted the only alternative 
way to get unionists to sit down with Sinn Fein was for 
the IRA to hand over weapons. 


The impediment to all-party talks is, and has been, the 
unwillingness of Sinn Fein/IRA to begin the decommis- 
soning of thew arms,” he said. 


“If they will begin the decommissioning of arms there 
would be no justification for any party not to attend and 
jon in all-party talks leading to negotiations 


Mr Bruton, in Strasbourg for a meeting of the Council of 
Europe, claimed to have ncen informed of the clecuons 
plan only in ‘general terms” and stressed the need for 
all parties to work together 


‘We cannot have any unilateral decision on a matter of 
this nature, he said 


It's more important than anytung that we should work 
together. There are risks involved, however anxious 
one 1s to report quickly to one’s parliament, in making 
unilateral statements, that these can be misinterpreted, 
and can be interpreted in a way that causes division 


Mr Spring ts secking talks as carly as next week wyth Sir 
Patrick in the hope of healing the damaging rift between 
the two governments. 


Downing Street claimed talk of a mft was “enormously 
overblown and the Government simply wanted the 
partes involved to discuss the possibility of creating 
some kind of representative body 


But sources in Dublin feared Mr Major's strong sup- 
port for elections could have harmed thew chances of 
swinging Sinn Fein behind the general proposals of the 
international commission, which called on all parties to 
renounce violence for goad and offer total commuiiment 
to exclusively political means 
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An Irish government spokesman tonight confirmed that 
a letter from Mr Major to Mr Bruton in connection with 
Ulster election plans, had been received in Dublin. 
The Irish official reported: “The letter is being studied 
by Mr Bruton and Tanaiste (deputy premier) Dick 
Spring and a reply will be forwarded in due course.” 


John Hume, leader of the nationalist SDLP, warned that 
the idea of an assembly had failed twice before. 


“There's no difference and on both occasions the 
assemblies were just shouting matches,” he said. 


A clearly frustrated Sir Patrick hit back: “It's thai sort 
of attitude - as things have been they remain - that has 
been at the root of so much that’s wrong in Ireland. 


“At the risk of sounding glib, better a shouting match 
than a shooting match, and if we do not get the parties 
round the table we risk, as we are always told, a return 
to a shooting match.” 


Sinn Fein, meanwhile, remained silent on whether it 
would accept the fundamental principles lad down in 
the arms commission report despite pressure from all 
sides. 
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John Taylor, deputy leader of the Ulster Unionists, 
accused Mr Bruton of adopting a “most depressing’ 
attitude. 

“He's tying io destabilise the situation in Northern 
Ireland,” he said. 

“The majority view in Northern Ireland would have 
nothing to do with I.a-Sinn Fein unul they get a 
mandate on the basis that they're exclusively committed 
to peaceful methods. 


“We have a mandate not to speak with murderers, or 
their political spokesmen. If they are really transforming 
themselves into constituticnal politicians, why don't 
they hand over their firearms?” 


The British Government remained confident tonight, 
in the face of overwhelming nationalist hostility, that 
the various sides could be brought behind the clection 
proposals. Mr Hume has been invited to talks with the 
Prime Minister, possibly next week. 
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Se: eget age Saas 


LD2501161796 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1227 GMT 25 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bonn (DDP/ADN) — The 
German Government expressed its strong support for 
the rapid implementation of European monetary union 
[EMU]. Toc .y, Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel stressed 
in Bonn that the German Government is ready to star 
the third stage of economic and monetary union even 
“with a smaller group of countries.” France has to be 
one of them though, he added. 


Kinkel warned against postponing the monetary union, 
scheduled for 1999, and against a softening of the 
stability criteria. Both were “unacceptable” for the 
German Government, he said. [passage omitted] 


Germany: Job Talks Described as ‘Success’ 


L.D2401095296 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1000 GMT 24 Jan % 


FBIS Translated Excerpt] Representatives from indus- 
try. the trade unions, and the government have described 
yesterday's job talks, chaired by the chancellor, as a 
success. According to a statement by IG Metall leader 
Klaus Zwickel, the job pact thai he proposed is taking 
real shape. They had agreed, for example, to increase 
the number of training places in industry by 10 percent 
next year, Zwickel said. However, he stressed — as 
did Dieter Schulte, the charman of the German Trade 
Union Federation — that no agreement was discernible 
on the particularly controversial issues, such as carly 
reurement. [passage omitted] 


German Economics Minister Guenter Rexrodi also gave 
4 positive evaluation of the talks. Industry, the govern- 
ment, and the trade unions had declared their willingness 
to take responsibility for creating more jobs. According 
to Rexrodt, the government's considerations include a 
possible income tax reduction. The issue of VAT in- 
creases was off the agenda for the foreseeable future, 
Rexrodt stressed. The government wanted tc reduces 
taxes and not increase them, he said. 


Savings in the area of social welfare had to be tackled 
without any taboos. In this connection Rexrodt did not 
wish to esther confirm or deny a report in the BILD, 
which said the government was planning to abolish tax 
exemption on bonuses for work on Sundays and public 
holidays and to reduce maternity benefits. 


The participants in the talks agreed to a paper outlining 
plans to fight unemployment and to revive economic 
growth. 
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Germany: Lafuntaine on Solutions for 
Unemployment 

AU2501110096 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0710 GMT 25 Jan 9% 


Telephone” interview with SPD Chairman Oskar La- 
fontaine in Saarbruecken by Dirk Mueller in the studio 
in Cologne — live] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Mueller] Mr. Lafontaine, 
sources in Bona yesterday stated that the result of the 
talks in the Chancellor's Office has been widely sup- 
ported. Can the ambitious goal — to halve unemploy- 
ment by the year 2000 — really be achieved” 


{Lafontaine} If someone were a prophet and could an- 
ucipate the developments of the international economy 
and also other preconditions, he could comment on that. 
I do not thiak very much of defining certain objectives 
for the distant future. I am thinking more highly of doing 
whal 1s necessary now. Just put yourself in the position 
of someone unemployed who has been waiting for a job 
for some ume. If that man listened to the news yester- 
day or watched them, he could hear the following: We 
want to halve unemployment by 2000, we want to force 
down ancillary wage costs under 40 percent again. Yet, 
this will not have answered the question that is troubling 
him most now 


[Mueller] What answer do you give the unemployed’ 


{Lafontaine} We tell them that the necessary decisions 
have to be made now, decisions that have been pending 
for years. [passage omutted] The really important point 
is that we must finally realize again that the framework 
figures of the national economies must be put in order 
again at a European level. It means that exchange rates, 
interests, and wages must be coordinated. We do not 
need those daily debates on the time and the scope of 
European Economuc and Monetary Union [EMU]. What 
would be necessary now 1s to stabilize exchange rates 
in Europe again to provide the necessary ground for our 
exporting Companies 


[Mueller] Exchange rates are one point, the other one 
is the German cconomy'’s competitive strength, its 
attracuveness. What can be done about that in the view 
of the Social Democratic Party (SPD). 


[Lafontaine] We must realize — | am sorry that | have to 
insist On that, if 18 Mot meant to be patronizing — that the 
exchange rates are absolutely decisive for competitive 


Strength. Regw | how much dumping of wages 
there is in Our if, for example, the economies in 
Bavaria or § erttemberg are confronted with a 
lira dropping ' ens of points, wage policy will be of 


absolutely no use to achieve competitive strength again 
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Therefore, it is high ume to see compeuuve strength also 
in connecuon with exchange raics and restore the sysiem 
that was launched by Giscard d'Estaing and Helmut 
Schmidt — that is, the European Monetary System with 
fixed margins. This would be most important. As fa 
as wages are concerned, there is, of course, a rule of 
thumb thal must not be violated, namely thal wages 
must follow productivity. That means if they shoot up 
beyond productivity, it is wrong, but — and that is an 
unfamiliar statement — it 1s equally wrong if wages are 
lagging too far behind producuvity. After all, we also 
need purchasing power in Germany, a fact that some 
tend to forget: Cars will not buy cars. [passage omitted] 


{Mueller} Let us now talk about the solidanty surcharge, 
a controversial issue within the coalition. Will the SPD 
be ready to discuss the reduction of the surcharge in 
1997 of 1998? 


{Lafontaine} Look, we must not say something else cv- 
ery day. Mr. Waigel boastfully announced that he was 
going to meet the stability criteria of the Maastricht 
Treaty. | pointed out that this would be difficult con- 
sidering the current state of the economy This remark 
of mine led some people to argue that | was not really 
willing to meet the stability criteria. And now all those 
model athictes have fallen off the parallel bars. They 
failed to meet the stability criteria. To say in such a sit- 
uation: We will fulfill those conditions, and, at the same 
uume, Promise new tax Concessions, and not realize that 
whal is now hecessary 1s lo present a Coordinated cat- 
alogue of measures that, of course, also takes national 
debts into consideration [sentence incomplete as heard] 
There have heen quite a few tax concessions, mainly on 
the side of companies. We now must take some bur- 
den off the customers. That is the nght approach. Nev- 
ertheless, one cannot promise everything at the same 
tume. It would be useful to reduce ancillary wage costs, 
which would henefit the crafts industry, business, and 
all working peopic. Nevertheless, as far as the solidanty 
surcharge is concerned, one must also take the castern 
part of our country into consideration. Things there are 
not developing as nicely as we want them to. Therefore, 
we social democrats say that the solidarity surcharge can 
only be lowered once the rebuilding of the cast is ad- 
vancing, an alternative would he to agree on cutting tax 
subsidies. Yet, this is something impossible to achieve 
as far as this coalition ts concerned 


Germany: Lamers on Ideas To Improve Economy 
BRIG01125996 Paris LE FIGARO (LE 


FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) ir French 
25 Jan Wp? 


{imerview with Karl Lamers. Christan Democratic 
Party foreign affairs and defense spokesman and co- 


GERMANY 1s 


charman of the Bundestag’s French-German Working 
Group, by Jean-Paul Picaper, place and date not given: 
“Unemployment Is Not a Consequence of Maasincht™] 


[FBIS Yransiated Text] (Picaper] In France, as in 
Germany, people are expecting Jacques Chirac and 
Helmut Kohli to announce a joint initiative to fight 
unemployment. What can they say’? What can be done 
in this Context? 


[Lamers] Let us start off by saying whal musi not 
be done: implement programs aimed at kick-starting 
the economy that would merely be a flash in the 
pan; increase our navonal dedi, endanger the policy of 
stability which, in the long term, constitutes the best 
guarantee of jobs. 


[Picaper}] Is unemployment not aggravated by the cr- 
teria laid down in the Maastricht Treaty’ In his pro- 
posal for a “pact of stability,” German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel admutied that the national det could be 
increased in umes of economic stagnation... 


{Lamers} Yes, but Theo Waigel was starting oul with 
a l-percent deficit after financial consolidation. Today 
this is not the case. The deficits of the EU member 
states, with the exception of Luxembourg, exceed 3 
percent. Countries like Italy and Belgium set aside up 
to 20 percent of their annual budgei to pay off interest 
charges. So t would be counterproductive to increase 
the national de because the countnes concerned would 
he caught up im a maelstrom of interest payments. The 
higher the des, the further interest rates climb, and at 
the end of the day the state would have no more money 
for the structural reforms that are a prerequisite for jobs 
in the future 


[Paper] You speak of structural reform. But are the 
cconome structures of the various EU member states 
rather different’ 


[Lamers] The economic structures are not as diverse 
as all that, but the points of departure for solving 
the problems do differ. For a long ume this has also 
heen the case for defense, where in the meantime the 
understanding has become closer. But it is true that we 
must deal with this problem, not only in public, but also 
in head-to-head talks 


Encouraging SME's 

[Paper] So would you say that we must attack the 
causes of unemployment together if we want to cure 
this plague ’ 


{Lamers} Of course. It os saad that the current under- 
employment is a consequence of the policy of stability 
That 8 sot true. It is a result of our structures, which 
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ae no longer suited to international competition. It 1s 
the indirect consequence of our lackadaisical approach 
im the past. 


We have buned our weaknesses under subsidies and 
protecuonism instead of changing the structures at 
the right ume. We have borrowed moncy to finance 
these subsidies and social services in such a way thal 
taxpayers are having to pay the interest on these debts. 
Meanwhile, only those who provided the funds have 
benefited: So the policy of indeDtedness is uluumately 
antisocial. 


[Picaper] Since you reject economuc programs, what do 
you think should be done’ 


{Lamers} We must implement joint measures that will 
have an immediate effect, for instance encourage the 
creauon of SME's [small- and medium-sized compa- 
mes}. For a is they, as Chancellor Kohl has just un- 
derlined, that represent a vast potential for creating 
new jobs. The social partners can immediately conclude 
agreements improving the flexibility of labor, especially 
where the use of machinery is concerned. 


However, the medium and long-term measures that we 
can set in motion immediately are even more important. 
We need to reform our systems of taxation in a manner 
capadie of stumulating companies’ activity: A drop in 
the cost of labor — especially employers’ charges — 
and definitely the kind of social security reform which 
France has shown great courage in Committing itself to 


We also need deregulation, decentralization, and ficx- 
ibility on the labor market; the abolition of subsidies, 
the streamlining of public admunistrations, and — finally 
and most importantly — an improvement in our educa- 
von systems, hecause the risk of becoming unemployed 
is in inverse proportion to the level of qualifications 
attuned. The European Council im Essen has given a 
series of pointers in this direction, but so far not a lot 
has heen donc. 


The Objective of a Social Europe 


[Prcaper} Can a Prench-German initiative change mat- 
ters’ 


[Lamers] That depends on the form it will take and on 
the more or less restrictive nature of the commitments 
made. The fact that the practical implementation of 
these commitments depends almost exclusively on the 
competence of the nations involved does not clash with 
initiatives Hemg taken at European level. The same 
applies to the fiscal policy which the member states 
undertook to implement in Maastricht in a spirit of 
stamlity 


FBIS-WEU-96-018 
26 January 1996 


That is why those EU members who so desire could 
also conclude an agreement in due form which has two 
objectives. One would be the commutment to respect the 
principles of the fiscal policy proposed by Theo W age! 
The other, where the member states are concerned, 
would consist of a commutment on their own account to 
implement the: structural reforms on the basis of actual 
content and specific schedules, as they undertook to do 
in Maastricht for Economic and Monetary Union. 


So this imuative would be an authentic “pact for stability 
and employment.” It would serve the sacioeconomic 
objective of monetary union, which is to encourage 
the people of Europe to face up to the challenges 
thrown down Py the change in economic structures and 
worldwide compeuton. 


[Picaper] Will you succeed im convincing employees 
that these reforms are necessary’ 


{Lamers} | am sure of u. Of course we will have to 
include both trade umion and employers’ representatives 
in this major undertaking, for the simple reason that 
through thew wage agreements they could thwart the 
efforts we made in a fiscal and economic context. But 
above all Europe's citizens as a whole must understand 
that all these efforts, including those connected with the 
policy of financial stability, are serving the objective of 
a social Europe — a Europe, as Jacques Chirac has said, 
blessed with an “extra generous spirit.” Admittedly, here 
we come back to the old debate on the link between 
liherty and pustice 


Germany: Bonn Failk To Meet Maastricht Criteria 


LD2601122996 Munich ARD Television Network 
in German 1200 GMT 26 Jan % 


[FBIS Translated Text] The German Government be- 
heves Germany will again fail to meet all criterna for 
paricipation im a single European currency this year 
According to the new annual economic report, which 
the cabinet discussed in Bonn today, the total public 
deficnt for 1996 will amount to around 43.5 percent of 
gross domestic product. The Maastricht Treaty stipu- 
lates a Maximum deficit of three percent 


Germany: Bovnian Refugees To Leave After 15 July 


AU2401140696 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
inGerman 24 Jan% pi 


[Report by ‘csc Berlin Asks Bosian Refugees To 


Leave} 


[FBIS Tratslated Text) Bonn/Berlin — Berlin, which 
has asked Bosnian refugees to leave afier 15 July, is the 
first land to do ths, and has threatened ‘compulsory 
deportation to the home country if they refuse. The 
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Hamburg, which holds the chair in the IMK, did not 
want to comment on Berlin's behavior. Peter Keich, 
spokesman of the Hamburg Intenor Senate, said, how- 
ever, that there have heen no such notificavons in Ham- 
burg so far. North-Rhine Westphalia, which has worked 
out repatriation regulations staggered by social criteria 
for the IMK, “has deliberately not issued any such noufi- 
cations” before the conference on Fnday. Some 320,000 
Bosnian refugees are living in Germany at the moment. 


The Alliance 90/Greens group in the Bundestag, who 
distributed copies of the Berlin now fication in Bonn on 
Tuesday, expressly criticized the activity of the Berlin 
authorities. Bundestag Group Spokeswoman Kerstin 
Muclier said that the principle of voluntanness without 
ume limits, a; lad down in the Dayton agreement, must 
apply to repairiation to Bosnia, otherwise the refugees 
would be pushed into asylum procedures in Germany 
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Berlin's activity makes civil war victums “panic,” she 
said. 


Federal Interior Minister Manfred Kanther (Chrisuan 
Democratic Union) powted out before the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Geneva last 
week that voluntary return “is the best form of return 
But 4 ‘plan for a gradual repatriauon” must also 
cxisi. This should “begin this summer” The IMK 
wants 1 discuss details on Fnday. The proposal from 
DuesseiJorf provides for singles and marned counles 
without childrea to return from | July. The enure pian 
extends over a period of three years 


In its notifications, ihe Berlin authority refers to the 
fact that the repatriation regulation still has to be made 
“Subject to” this regulation, refugees are allowed a “last 

six months’ grace. A fier that they have to leave within 
four weeks. If these otfers are violated, the authorities 
threaten with deportaicn, as well as prison sentences 
and fines under the ais” law. 


Berlin's state secretary in the Intenor Ministry, Kuno 
Boese, called his authority's behavior “not a political 
measure, bul a measure under the aliens’ law.” Social 
criteria have not been taken into account in the notifi- 
cations before the IMK, he said. He does not fear that 
the refugees could be made to feel msecure. “You are 
underestimating people, he said 
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France: Millon on European Defense Industry Unity 
LD2401204895 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
0640 GMT 24 Jan 


{Intermew with French Defense Minister Charlies Millon 
by Olivier de Rincquesen: place and date not given — 
live of recorded) 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Rincquesen} Charies Millon, 
hello. 


[Millon] Helio 


[Rincquesen} You are channg the mectings of France 
and Defense, the conference organized at La Villette 
with Europe No. |. Last night you were at the National 
Assembly conference on the defense of Europe im the 
21st century. So how is the much discussed but so far 
non-cxistent procurement bill going’ 


[Millon] ht is not non-cxistent, it ts a project. France ts 
currently going through a difficull phase, since rt has 
t© Cut its budget and af the same time adapt to new 
circumstances, whether they be international, European, 
or national. in the defense sphere 


[Rincquesen} And when will it come into existence” 


[Millon] There ts nothing non-custent. There is a 
military procurement bill which will be discussed in the 
National Assembly and the Senate in the months of May 
and June, which will be preceded by a general debate 
on defense policy in March 


[Rincquesen} How does that resemble the great dehate 
which you are calling for’ 


[Millon] It us a debate on what kind of defense France 
wants for the 21st ccutury. You know, there are some 
quite simple questions here. Can France have its own 
autonomous, independent arms industry’ We do not 
think so, we think if is appropriate today to develop a 
European arms industry, and therefore alliances hetween 
firms, and therefore common programs, and therefore a 
European arms agency: and this is not just in order to 
counterhalance aggressive competition from the United 
States, but also in order to allow Europe and France to 
have an independent. autonomous defense policy. like 
the one General de Gaulle established ¥ years ago now 


[Rincquesen} Does that mean the Prench arms industry 
must he diluted amid European groups’ 


{Millon} Oh, not at all. We must define very clearly 
the vocation of cach of the groups, and then not make 
programs in which the Germans do a piece, the Preach 
do a piece. the Spaniards do another one, and the Italians 
finish it off, but make programs which ae carned out 
by a leader — that is, an industry in a given country — 
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and whose program overlaps with other countnes taking 
on other responsimlities. 


[Rincquesen}] The dismantling of GIAT [Industral 
Group for Ground Weapons] has been talked shout 
You have to put 12 bilhon [francs] into un. Will you 
force GIAT to go in tus European direction, the one 
you have mentioned’ 


[Millon] Well, GIAT 1s im a4 serious situation, and | 
would even say very scnous, but GIAT has perfectly 
competitive, high-performance products, | am thinking. 
for example, of the Leclerc tank, which is already 
being sold to a number of countries. It 4 not a 
question of GIAT shutting up shop, i ts a question of 
GIAT adapung to the new conditions. So a clean-up 
will be necessary on the orgar’zational level, a clean- 
up on the financial level, and also an adaplaton to 
European conditions. It is true that GIAT will reinforce 
agreements, its agreements, with European partners 
whether onc is talkung about the ammunition field of 
the field of tanks and heavy vehicles 


[Rincquesen] So much for ground weapons. What is the 
situation with naval construction for the national navy ’ 
Have you received the Cousin report’ 


[Millon] There is no Cousin report. There is a report 
on the DCN, the Directorate of Naval Construction, 
which has already been requested trom Mr. Conze_ 1 am 
expecting this report at the end of the month of January 
From then on, the Defense Ministry and myself wll 
apply the rule we have set ourselves: We are poung to 
deal with all our areas of responsiPility on three stages 


The first stage 1s clarification. To be honest with you, 
there 1s often obscurity in these areas, a sort of opacity 
concerning decisions and objectives, and we are moving 
toward clarification with enquiries and audits, as has 
happened with the GIAT and the DCN. and this will 
he the case for ail compames. Since the resulls have 
been accepted Py all the partners, this clarification 
process is in fact... we are now initiating Consultations, 
consultavons on the future of the company, the methods 
of adaptation and modernization Th i what we 
are doing with our economic partners. thal 1s to say 
subcontractors and suppliers, and first and foremost 
with the social partners. that 1s. the umons Thi wil! 
take ume, because we will have to take into account 
past constramts, as well as laws, and advantages which 
have been taken for granted. Cince these consultations 
are over | will take the decisions to umplement ther 
results, and | will take these decisions in line with the 
procurement hill 


[Rincquesen} Is it possible, given the law on state 
workers, workers in these arsenals 
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[Millon, imterrrupung) You know. France is made up 
of individual cases only. When you look a all the 
compames which are closely or remotely involved with 
the state, cach one of them has a special status. 


[Rincquesen) Yes, but in this case, it is [words indis- 
tunct}. 


{Millon} Of course it is [words indisunct] but when the 
workers joined the DCN, they had 4 contract with the 
State and they were given that particula status. So the 
concern of the state is that i must be respected. By 
respecting this duty... how can this status be respected 
while making the economuc and industrial goals of DCN 
viable? This is what is currently being looked into, and 
once the clarification process is over, | will have the 
Opportunity to consult the unions to find out how best 
to adapt this tool, which is a very interesting and very 
efficient tool — state of the wt in some sectors — to 


good news, that is, a second nuclear wrcraft carrer’ 
[Millon] Well, big news concerning equipment will be 


wish me to do. It is a whole package. The president 
of the republic will be informed of the conclusions | 
will be able to give after the debate of the strategic 
committee, and we will then make decisions which wil! 
make it possibile for the defense policy to have a totally 
coherem approach There will be decisions concermng 


[Rincquesen} Mr. Messmer spoke about the foretold end 
of military service the other day. 


{Millon} You “now, the prodiem is that we already have 
navonal service. Military service is only part of national 
service, and if seems obvious thal, given the new 
missions our armed forces have been set —- projection 
{as heard], prevention. security, and deterrence mussions 
— we need increasingly professional armed forces. 
This can be seen in Bosnia, it was also the case in 
Rwanda and Somalia. The troops being sent there are 


professional troops. 
[Rincquesen] Is it toward professional armed forces 


[Millon, interrupung) Which means that we are going 
toward professional med forces . 


[Rincquesen, interrupting} Is a referendum called for’ 


[Millon] .. and we will then have to decide whether 
the service should be done away with or, conversely, 
whether we should invent of devise a civic service with 
various forms. | favor the latter, and we ae currently 
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looking into all the forms of civic service which would 
enable our country to keep the republican principle 
of the partucipation of everyone im a natonal project, 
im a navonal effort.and, second, the fact thal, im the 
case of a service, cohewon — sacul cohewon — 15 
strengthened. 


[Rincquesen] Is a referendum necessary for such an 
issue” 


[Millon] A large debate is called for where everyone 
will be able to give the opimon. The final mode of 
consultauon can then take various forms 


{Rincquesen} And why not a referendum’ 


[Millon] Why not a referendum, and why not another 
form of consultation’ 


[Rincquesen} Thank you, Charles Millon, for speaking 
on Europe No. | this morning. 


France: De Charette on Russia, European Unity 


LD2501 144696 Paris France-inter Radw Network 
in French 0720 GMT 25 Jan % 


[Studio imervew with French Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charette by announcer Annene Ardisson, Ivan Leva, 
Bernard Guetta, Prerre Le Marc, and unidentified inter- 
viewers, from the “Questions Pa A'B’ program — live] 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt) |Ardisson) French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette is our guest this morning 
unu! 0900. Ivan Leva 


{Levai] Forengn minister, hello 
[De Charette} Hello 


[Levai] In the space of a few days you went from the 
Middle East to the Vatican and from the Vatu o to 
Moscow. [passage omitted) But first of all, if thes is 
okay with you, a question from Annetie Ardisson 


[Ardisson) Since Russia and Yeltsin were discussed, this 
question concerns your trip to Russia. You have used 
the term ‘regretiahic incident to describe the Chechen 
affair. Do you not think Gus term is a little bit weak: do 
you not regret remforcing your condemnation’ 


[De Charette} Listen, | was shocked by the way that 
what | sand about the Chechen affar was reported 
Indeed, | said a number of things, and | do not find 
it sormal that a term should be quoted from within a 
report, and that interpretavons of that term should then 


he made 
The question of our relavons with Russia is an casential 
one. As Bernard Guetta put i. if 16 a decisive question, 


because Russia 1s Buropean and because there wil! only 
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human nights cic. There is also the OSCE mission that 
has been sent to Russia, to be precise to Groznyy, the 

of Chechnya; this mission has been sent at the 
request of all the OSCE member states and accepted 
by Russia, and we hope it can fulfill its mission. ht 
has already done so: Over the past few months it has 
acted as an intermediary to establish contacts, i must 
be allowed to resume its mission. 


[Unidenufied interviewer) Bernard Guetta’ 


[De Charette] [words indistinct} We are fa, are we not, 
from the smplificavon (words indistinct). 


[Guetta] Unfortunately particularly far, because there 1s, 
nevertheless, a great difference between pot approving 
and disowning. (de Charette thes to interrupt) But yes. 
yes, yes’ 

[De Charette] Sorry, Mr. Guetta, if that is your problem, 
1 disapprove. Let that be quite clear 


(Guetta) You begin by disapproving of hostage-taking. 
you begin by disapproving of the separatists. whereas 
the problem in Chechnya is that Russia — of rather 
Boris Yeltsin — literally provoked thus war by sending 
troops to Chechnya when there was no real prodiem 
of separatism in the region, and that today. because of 
tis movement. we ae confronted with the danger 0. 
a real Islamist movement being born in Russa which 
everyone could well have done without 
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[De Charette] Oh. that 6 quite rue. Well’ 


(Unidenufied imervewer] What was your gueston, 
Bernard’ 


(Guetta) The question 1s that condemnation by Western 
goveraments could he much more mgorous 


[Unidenufied mmterviewer] Mr. de Charctic” 


[De Charette) All mgt. The condemnation is clea, 
precise, and firm as far as the French Government is 
concerned. | repeat that | would appreciate not being 


muisimtertweted. 
[Unsdenufied interviewer! Annctte Ardisscon’ 


[Ar isson] The Western European Umon [WEU) — 
mc. exactly, the Council of Europe, must Russia wait, 
have patience, precisely on account of tts problems in 
Chechnya’ Does « stay outside of does mt come in 
strught away’ 


[De Charette] The position...[pauses} I must first of all 
explain the fact of what the French position is — a 
well as that of most European countnes — and then j 
would like us to look at (ings from a higher standpornt. 
to see what our behavior and relations with Russia must 
he. First, on the question of the Council of Europe, im 
fact the Council of Europe is mecting late this afternoon 
— the permancnt assembly of the Counc:! of Europe — 
and it has to give its opimon on Russia's entry to the 
Council of Europe. Most European countries, European 
governments, hope Russia's adhesson to the Council of 
Europe will be approved by the Euro MPs. That is the 
French Government's positon, and between us we have 
taken a number of steps. As Mr. Guetta said just now, 
it is Not a sure thing. MPs are people who are entitled 
to have and cupress ther opmions, but I heleve it is 
now in fact preferable for Russia to be at the table so 
thal we can talk to 


{[Unidenufied interviewer!) Well. we will have the chance 
to come hack to that, Mr. de Charetic, because you we 
staying with us unt) 0900 


[Unidentified interviewer] Forgive me for puting a 
mundane question to you Who governs today, what is 
Russia today’ One has the feeling that i is the banks. 
state banks. Some tell us Not at all, ot ts the mafia 
(nhers say: Not at all, it 1s the Army. Yet more say ht 
is what is left of the KGB and the badly de-Stalinized 
Communist Party. What is your fechng’ You have just 
returned from there 


[De Charette] To he honest with you, my feeling is that 
it 1s true that Riussia is on an extremely difficult sstuabon 
ht has made consecrate progress, but ot wall has a lt 
further to go, and if 1s now going through a very tough 
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ume. However a has made spectacula progress People 
can sow vote in Russia Everyone speculated abou! the 
fact that the general clectioms may be postponed, put 
off, and that they may not take place. Rut Ueey dd 
take place, and all those who watched as these elections 
were being held were struck Dy the fact that the Russian 
people cast their vote with a kind of dctermimaton. hk 
is probably the first time wm Russian history that the 
Russians cast thew vote carefully. serously, and so on. 


heard doults being expressed here and there. although 
I have been told: But this of that will happen, the 
presidential elections in June — thal is your question 
The Russians are expected to elect thei future president 
next June. | have heard all kinds of rumors: President 
Yeltsin is going to postpone them. there will be God 
knows what mulitary imtervention, which will render 


[Unidentified interviewer, interrupting) He 1 sl, Gor- 
bachey will not run. 


[De Charette} Yes, that is night 


[Unidentified interviewer] Would it be a tragedy if a 
communist were clected’ 


[De Charette} Let us finish first, then | will answer 
your question. Indeed. | believe — modestly, | am 
not a fortune-iciler — | beheve that the clections are 
going to take place. This is a positive development 
There is another one: | also believe that the Russians 
have initiated a number of far-reaching reforms that 
ae taking them — for good I believe, bul there is no 
doum that they are far-reaching — out of a situation 
of total state control of the economy, and toward the 
gradual adoption of the rules and mechanisms of the 
market economy, of what is mow the general rule in the 
world. These posiuve developments are extraordinaniy 
reaching 


that — the Russians have dowhts. When you talk to me 
about the rise of Communiem mm Russia. it is a fact 
However, one should be aware of the fact that it is not 
disguised Communism and. (pauses), which has in fact 
changed, which can be found im counties in Central and 
Eastern Burope, where we can see thai, although they 
may be former elites. they no longer refer to the values 
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of Communism — in Russia, ot ts something that ts not 
fa off yesterday's Communism. 


[Levai] Mr. de Charetic, the hea” se of the COURRIER 
INTERNATIONAL is interestiu.y, © tt not: To Build 


Europe, Everything has to be Rebuilt’ 
[De Charette} No, | do not tunk one can say that 


[Levai] isn’t that how you feel” 


[De Charette] No, but on the other hand, 1 1s rue thes 
is an absolutely decisive moment — not today, but over 
the few years ahead — in European history. For half a 
century we have been building Europe on the basis of a 
simple idea — along with a few East European counties 
— founded on French-German partnerstup. We sct in 
MOLOR af iniegrationist approach, consisung of putung 
more and more subjects in the Common atcha in order 
to create « strong pole in Western Europe — strong 
poliucally and economically. That was the aim. Today 
we notice two things. First — and you have not spoken 
about it, because it is not in the mmmediate news — the 
approach of extending Europe is an approach that has 
aiready begun and is wreversible: That is, we are goung 
to achieve a great Europe, a Europe that will integrate 
and associate within it all the Countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe — a doven countries. This work will 
take up the next 10 of 1S years. It wall progress faster 
than we think. It is an event we must first sce as a very 
positive one. For the first time in its history, Europe will 
he brought together. But at the same me it raises a lot 
of questions, because what a few of us could do will be 
much harder for many to do, and so one finds that all 
of a sudden, a few will want to go further. That is the 
first question. Then the second question ranwed is thal 
the further one progresses in (hus approach — which | 
have called integrationist, even if tt means ruffling the 
feathers of a few dogmatists with other wewpomts — 
we will sce that in order to go far, as a number of 
countries want to Go and as France must wani to do 
— as | will not cease repeating — well, one begins to 
come up against the central core of the maticr — that 
the single currency is the one huge world event facing 
us 


[Levai| Prerre Le Marc 


[Le Marc] Now, Herve de Charetic, does the govern- 
ment you represent share Valery Giscard d Estanng’s 
opimon on the necessity of creating more ficxibie crite- 
ra 


[De Charette. inerruptung) | sense your impatience 


[Le Marc] Not aft all — i is ap important question, i 16 
a question one asks oneself 


|Ardisson)} Al! the more so as everyone is in dou now 
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{Le Marc] Does the government share Valery Giscard 
¢ Estaing's opimon? 

[De Charette) Look, the government has not discussed 
it. The great personalities of our country must be al- 
lowed to express themselves, and Mr. Giscard d Estaing 
has a level of personal experience of Europe that puts 
him in a position whereby, | would say, he can speak in 
a credible and authoritative way on these matiers. What 
1 would like to say ts this... 


{Le Marc, imerrupting) So it is not the government's 
apimon” 
[De Charette] Mr. Le Marc, let me finish what | have to 


[De Charette] Very goad’ Look, you cannot discuss 
& statement made [every] quarter of an hour by 
4 personality [as soon as] [words indistinct), Ther 
wnpatience is such that [words indistinct). 
[Unidenufied imerviewer) Yes, but | would like to listen 
to you because it is interesting 

[Another unidentified iniernewer| Answer the question, 


Charette] The fundamental issue is this: There is a 


E 

2 
F 
: 


1 
i 
: 


it is oDligatory; it is in the treaty — for those 
. | would also like to say | firmly believe 
respect tis deadline and not go down the road 
of questioning this timetable for the countnes that can 
do it, which inc!ude Prance and Germany. 


i: 
i 


is | January 1999, so we have to keep to that date. As 
for the rest of it, you know that two years ago this date 
seemed quite fw away and casy to keep to Now, the 
closer we get to it the more debates there are going to 





PRIS-WEL -96-018 
26 January 199% 


be. There are dchates in Germany because the Germans 
are facing this currency question, you know very well 
they ae cxvemely divided. split. some agree with 1 and 
yet i seems to me the majority we very attached to the 
mark. which has an importance much more than simply 
financial, given that the German [word indistinct} have 
reservations of are hosule about it. So. there ae dehaics 
in Germany, debates in France, but | repeat to you that 
the German position and the French position is to keep 
to the deadliac of | January 1999 


[Le Marc] lt ts quite odd that the staunchest supporters 


[De Charette} Yes, of course. In fact ut all depends on 
4 sumber of factors over which we have fo control, 
growth tate over the ocx few yeas. |i 
Marc, that if the growth rate is 

will be setiled quite casily for 
of the countries that ac really affected, France 
and Germany in particular. and conversely, i i truc 
that, should growth fall over a long period, we would 
have serious probiems to solve 


[Unidentified intervicwer] So, you are saying — | am 
trying to translate. 


[De Charette, imerrupting| There is no need to translate’ 


[Unidentified inerwewer!] Wait, you we saying We ae 
going to stick to the deadline. 


[De Charette, imerrupung) Asolutely 


(Unidentified inerviewer] Bul you add that there 
a formidadic debate in Germany, and that there is a 
forrmdable dehate in Prance’ 


[De Charette) Yes, that is right, and what is very healthy 
This debate is not at all harmful 


[Levai)] Since you ae Alan Juppe’s and Jacques 
Chirac’s foreign minister, and since Mr Chita has 
met Helmut Kohl, can you sow tell us whether the 
chancellor and the Prench president will stick to the 
deadline of wil) they back down’ 


[De Charette} | can teh you, Ivan Leva, that the 
pressdent of the republic and Chancelia Kohl ae 
determined to meet the | January 1999 deadline Pull 


stop 
[Undentufied interviewer!) How’ 

[De Charette] Whatever hippens 

[Unidenufied imerneser) How are we goung to do that | 
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[De Charette] Listen, this comes within the context of Constitution of the European Union we decided to sct 
the technical Gebate. You know very weil that what ourselves a deadline. that is | January 1999. In order 


[De Charette] No, I neither agree nor disagree, | think 
that Gus os a proposal that fuels the debate and which 
will deserve to be looked into should this happen. What 
| wanted to tell you this morning — I think that this is 
important, and (us is whal you can capect from me — 
is that the | January 1999 deadline must be met. 


[Ardisson}] The question is: Is mt possible? If it so 
happened that we fell short of the three percent, if we 
had to say in 1998: What will we do? Is this solution 


possiMe crcumstances and possi™lives | am telling you 
that Ges must be done. You say: what if? The answer 
i we will see 


[Unwentified mterviewer| War a menute. We read and 
hear all over the place lots of peaple who tell us: Prance 
and Germany are strong. Let us just ask the couple to 
give tarth to a currency built on the franc and the mark 
night now In Gus way we will set a good example What 
does tus mean’ Is ot all fits’ Is it true’ Can you say 
that it is stuped of, or the contrary, thal we can start like 
chat’ 


[De Charette} No, I am not trying to say that it is stupad, 
bul, quite womply, Gs is not what we have dacwdad to 
do, and | Genk that we should stick to what we have 
decxied w do in what | described carher on a the 


to umplement the single currency with those countnes 
that can do 86, we must go down thal path and we must 
mect this deadline. What | want to tell you very clearly 
is that the commutment of France and that of Germany 
I believe — of rather I do cot believe ut, | am sure of 
it — is evident in them Common decison to meet this 
deadline 


[Unidentified interwewer) Bernard Guetta has another 
question on tis topic, and if you... 


[De Charette, interrupting) | have something cise to tell 
you on this topic. 


(Guetta) [Words indistinct) are France and Germany 
really going to take pount measures to boost the economy 
over the next two weeks or not? This is a burning issuc. 


[De Charette] Yes. there are talks and debates | read 
about in the press, but « knows what France and 
Germany have decided, you know... 


(Guetta, interrupung) We know what the president of 
the republic has sand but there is a deafening silence 


from Germany. 


[De Charette] As you know, the economy and finance 
munisters are discussing this, and it is indecd the 
responsitility to suggest to thew heads of state those 
measures that are likely to promote the cconomic 
activity of our country...jpauses] in our two countries 
But | would like to go a little further There is another 
topec that 1s really important as far as the single currency 
is Concerned. Al the beginning, the single currency was 
devised to he — most probably — apphed to almost all 
the European Union member states. Al the time there 
were |2 member states. There are now 15 of us. I told 
you earler on that enlarging [the number of EU member 
states) is likely — ot o even beneficial for us. We 
can deduce automatically from this that, in tomorrow's 
Europe, the wi gle currency will be the privilege — you 
will see thai vill he a privilege — of a lemited number 
of countnes, probably of a minority of countries... 


(Guetta, interrupung) And the others will be subjected 
to the dollar, is that 1’? The others will he subjected the 
dollar and the weight of the US. economy’ 


[De Charetic) There will be a significant consequence 
arising from that: It will he necessary to create a rappon 
between the single currency and the other European 
Currencies, af organization that can prevent the other 
Currencies from downg whatever they like Indeed, we 
we bot going to devise a single market in which such oF 
such a currency — I have no one in mund in paricular, 
but we can already see who that is — may freely play 
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for a rise or a fall depending on interests at the ume. 
Discipline will not only be for those countries that will 
have the single currency, but it is true that the privilege 
will be for them. 


{Guetta} For the members of the club. 


{Le Marc] The EU inter-governmental conference, 
which is expected to examine and decide on the future 

institutions will meet in Turin at the end 
of March [1996]. The Rally for the Republic has 
suggested that only five EU major countries should 
rotate to hold the presidency of the Union. Do you 
think this is operationally possible? 


[De Charette] Listen Mr. Le Marc, I am not going to 
comment on all the numerous suggestions that will fall 
on us like an avalanche during this period. 


{Le Marc] But excuse me it comes from a party of the 
majonty? 
[De Charette] But of course, of course! It is interesting 


to have all these suggestions. Some will not be interest- 
ing but some will be good. 


[Le Marc] But what about this one? 


[De Charette] Well, if France were asked to hold the 
EU presidency for a longer period we would not say no. 
But one has simply to look at things closely to realize 
that would be very difficult to make Luxembourg, 
Ireland, Denmark, and Portugal accept this. But as all 
the 1S member states decide together in unanimity, | 
wish good luck to this proposal. 


[Unidentified interviewer] Let us quickly pass on to the 
Middle East — | am sorry because we will also talk 
about French politics in a shorn while — One has to 
mention it because as | said earlier on you have just 
been to Syria and Lebanon. Is it Pax Americana that 
is being implemented in the Middle East or could you 
honestly say that Europe and France, in particular, have 
played their role’ 


[De Charette} No, no! It is obvious that Europe has so 
far not heen asked to participate in the peace process. 
There is no doult about it. 


{Unidentified interva wer] Do you regret that” 
[De Charette] Yes. 
[Unidentified interviewer; Will it take part now” 


[De Charette] Things are quite complicated because 
once the process is launched if is not casy to go 
backward. I have not been foreign minister for the last 
1S years, I have only been foreign minister for the 
last seven months. However, we have reached the final 
Stage of this peace process with the talks that have 
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Started with Syria and the talks that will probably begin 
with Lebanon. As you can see, the partes, that is the 
Israelis and the Syrians, have been making optimistic 
Statements. These optimistic statements are based on the 
analysis made by the parties of each other's position. 


I have been to Israel and the Israelis told me that the 
Syrians seemed decided on making peace. I have been 
to Damascus and President Hafiz al-Asad told me that 
the Israelis seemed decided to go all the way and in 
particular to evacuate the Golan Heights. So the parties 
think they both have decided to do everything to make 
peace. So I think we can be optuumistic about this peace 
process. 


We are particularly concerned as a party within this 
setting because we have strong links with Syna — 
which we in fact intend to bolstes and strengthen 
— and because we have a strong relavonship with 
Lebanon. | went there to tel! all my interlocutors that 
we consider the territorial integnty and the sovereignty 
of Lebanon as an essential element to which we attach 
great importance. It was time that I went and sa:d 
that because | am not sure that this feeling was in 
everybody's mind. 


{Levai] Were the Syrians impressed” 


[De Charette} Well, impressed — one has to take things 
in relative terms Mr. Levai' | said what | thought and 
I was not badly received and the Israelis themselves 
did not take badly what France said. I hope that this 
will allow us to have some weight at this stage of the 
negotiations. 


{Unidenufied interviewer) A word on the mass graves in 
Bosnia, before moving onto Pierre Le Marc and French 
politics. Are you concerned by them” 


[De Charette} Of course. We are seriously concerned 
This civil war undoubtedly saw some of the worst atroc- 
ities that the European continent has ever known — a 
certain number of things that surpass all limits. Notably, 
these graves. As a consequence, an international crimi- 
nal tnbunal has been set up, based at The Hague. which 
is responsible for judging war crimes, and | believe that 
not only must this tnhunal fulfill its task but that other 
European countries, not just ourselves, other countries 
represented in the peace process in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
especially, must also do all in the power to ensure 
that the guilty, those allegedly guilty, can be brought 
to justice, and if 1s up to the tnbunal to pass judgment 
[passage omitted) 
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France: Juppe, De Charette Disagree on EMU 
BR2501121196 Paris AFP in French 
1052 GMT 25 Jan 9 


(FBIS Translated Text] Pans, 25 Jan (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe stated on Thursday [25 January) 
that the “objective was set” as far as the adoption of the 


single currency on | January 1999 was concerned and 
that Paris was determined to meet this deadline. 


Questioned on this issue, Foreign Minister de Charette 
said on Thursday that the French Government had not 
yet discussed a possible relaxation of the criteria for 
the adoption of the single currency, but that 1 was 
a proposal that could be debated and deserved to be 
examined. Meanwhile, Alain Juppe said: “Not only did 
the government not debate this proposal, but it is not 
going to debate it. The objective is set,” he said, adding 
that the schedule for the adopuon of the single currency 
will he maintained 


France: Chirac on Relations With Romania 


AU2601074796 Bucharest ADEVARUL in Romarian 
22 Jan 96 pl 


{Exclusive interview with French President Jacques 
Chirac by Constantin Bartolomeu Savon, ADEVARUL 
Pans correspondent, place and date not given: We 
Will Continue To Develop Privileged Relations With 
Romania | 


{(FBIS Translated Text} At the end of each year, the 
president of France meets at the Elysee Palace, along 
with top representatives of the political, economic, and 
social curcles, with members of the diplomatic corps 
and the mass media. For the first ume in his seven-year 
term, President Jacques Chirac received foreign press 
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correspondents accredited to Paris at this waditional 
event. After presenting the general domestic and foreign 
policy goals that he, the president, will pursue this year, 
Mr. Chirac stepped among the correspondents and held 
cordial talks with them. On this occasion, exclusively 
for the daily ADEVARUL, the president of France was 
kind enough to answer the following questions. 


[Savor] Mr. President, France and Romania have many 
historical events in common, their languages are related, 
and they have a national affinity towards each other. Do 
you believe that we could talk about privileged relations 
between the two countnes’ 


[Chirac] I have already talked with President [hescu 
at the summit meeting of Francophone countries at 
Cotonou that took place last month, as you know. Cer- 
tainly, France will continue to develop these privileged 
relations with Romania. lt ts the only Latin country in 
eastern Europe, and it is our duty to assist it on the road 
along which it 1s advancing 


[Savow] Mr. President, we in Romania believe that you 
are Our major advocate in joining the European Union 


(Chirac) Apart from me, Romania has other tnends who 
support it in Europe 


France: Parliament Agrees To Vote on Social 
Funding 

LD2501215296 Paris France-Into Radio in French 
1700 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} In the National Assembly, 
deputies have just adopted a constitutional till on 
its first reading. The draft law establishes an annual 
parliamentary vote on social security funding 
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Cyprus: EU, UN ‘Cautious’ on Cyprus Issue 
NC2601084396 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS 

in Greek 26 Jan 96 pl 

R by And Khatzikiriakos} 

(FBIS Translated Text} The EU, the UN, and London do 
not want to remain outside the expected important de- 
velopments on the Cyprus issue, but they are currently 
adopting a cautious stance. They are waiting for the re- 
sults of the visit by Richard Holbrooke, U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for European and Canadian affairs, 
to the area. According to O FILELEFTHEROS’ infor- 
mation, this is Nicosia’s evaluation, which also foresees 
the following: If it is evident from Hoibrooke's initiative 
that there are prospects for progress, then other foreign 
mediators will intensify their efforts in order to be part 
of the whole procedure. 


The British Government has scheduled a visit to Cyprus 
by new Foreign Office [previous two words in English} 
Political Director Jeremy Greenstock, who as announced 
by British High Commussioner David Madden yesterday 
will visit the island on 22 February. Also Russian 
Ambassador Boris Zenkov has recently stated that a 
new Russian delegation on the Cyprus issue is expected 
to visit Cyprus at the beginning of February. Foreign 
diplomats believe that by the second week of February 
the internal situation in Turkey will have cleared and, 
unless early elections are announced, Holbrooke will 
begin his tour. 


A government source said the Holbrooke visit may last 
“either one day or one week” because of the current 
instability on the Cyprus issue. 


Commenting on the fact that Holbrooke will not have 
enough ume to deal with the Cyprus issue since he will 
be leaving the State Department [previous two words 
in English} on 21 February, the same source said: “If 
Holbrooke’s visit tadicates that there are prospects [for 
progress}, be sure that a position will be found for him 
so that he can continuc.” 


The U.S. side, as well as Greek expatriates in the United 
States, is looking for evidence that progress can be 
achieved soon because of the upcoming U.S. elections. 
Another question is the EU stance within the framework 
of the American initiative on the Cyprus issue. 


Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis said yesterday 
that “the result of the dialogue among the political lead- 
ers (foreign ministers of the 1S EU country members) 
is that the EU must have a role and must contribute 
to the effort for a solution.” What has not been clari- 
fied, however, is the methad to he adopted. Despite the 
fact that Athens and Nicosia want a settlement that is 
legally connected with the appointment of a coordina- 
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tor representing all of the “15,” according to journalists’ 
information during the Council of Minister meeting tak- 
ing place on Monday [29 January], the initiative will be 
given to the Italian presidency. The latter will appoint a 
diplomat who will act on its behalf. Mikhaldhis under- 
lined that apart from the developments on the issue of a 
coordinator, “we see that both the Committee (Commis- 
sion) and Commissioner Hans van de Brook can play a 
role in the general situation.” Nicosia is currently nego- 
tating with foreign governments on the issuc. Yesterday 
Mikhailidhis discussed the issue with Briush High Com- 
missioner Madden and today he will go to Athens for 
contacts with his Greek counterpart, Theodhoros Pan- 
galos, on the same subject. 


Cyprus’ Kliridhis: Joint Defense Doctrine To 
Continue 


NC2401171996 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1600 GMT 24 Jan 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] President Glavkos Klindhis 
reiterated that the joint defense doctrine will continue as 
scheduled and there will be no change because Greece 
has a new government. President Klinidhis made his 
statement after a National Guard General Staff meeting 
to study all the issues concerning the defense shield 
Klindhis said: The meeting aimed to review our military 
needs within the joint defense space, to see if we fall 
within the framework, and to consider ways to hill gaps 


The president denied press reports that the EU initiative 
on Cyprus is failing. He said: There are differences over 
the country of origin of the coordinator. But this does 
not mean the initiative is failing 


The defense minister, the foreign minister, the interior 
minister, the justice minister, the finance minister, the 
deputy minister to the president, the Greek ambassador 
in Nicosia, the acting House of Representatives presi- 
dent, and the National Guard and police leadership par- 
ucipated in the two-hour mecting 


Cyprus: Kasoulidhis Discusses Sovereignty, EU 
NC2601130896 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1130 GMT 26 Jan % 


[FBIS Translated Text] Asked to comment on press 
reports that sovereignty will be exchanged for EU 
membership, government spokesman loannis Kasoulid- 
his said that dumng informal talks, President Glavkos 
Klindhis and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas did 
not discuss the EU, sovereignty, of demilitanzation 
Kasoulidhis added that foreign circles think the Greck 
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Cypriot side is flexible while the Turkish side is intran- 
sigent. He said: No one has created the impression that 
our side 18 ready to discuss sovereignty. 


Kasoulidhis said the government is concerned about 
various moves relaung to recognition of the pseudostate 
but has not concluded that there is an organized plan in 


Cyprus: Turkish Commander Warns of Arms 
Buildup 

NC2401220596 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 
23 Jan% pis 


[Report by Mahmut Bulut) 


{(FBIS Translated Text) Nicosia/Ankara — The com- 
mander of the Turkish peace forces in Cyprus, Gen- 
eral Hasan Kundakci, warned the south Cyprus Greek 
Cypriot administration, which has stepped up the arms 
buildup while dragging its feet over talks, against get- 
ung carned away by vain illusions. 


Genera! Kundakc: sax’: “Any Greek Cypriot attack on 
the TRNC [Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus} will 
end in disappointment. It will be risky and they may 
even end up losing what they hold ~ 


Warning the EU, Kundakc: said: “Cyprus will be 
divided if you let the south into the EU without a 
soluuion.” 


The Turkish peace force commander in Cyprus, General 
Kundakci, who warned the rapidly arming Greek Cypri- 
ots against pursuing vain illusions, for the first ume re- 
vealed the Underground Operations Center to our paper 
and the “Alternat! news program, which will broadcast 
the story live on TGRT [TURKIYE Newspaper Radio 
Television). 


Stressing that Greece's expansionist goals” are behind 
the arms buildup by the south, Gen. Kundakci said: 
‘This ts a certainty. Greek expansionism has been 
spearheaded by Greek national ideology since 18%). 
This arms buildup ts part of Greek expansionism. A look 
at acts hetween 1960 and 1974 will reveal the Greek 
intentions. 


An Indirect Threat to Turkey 


Indicating that the rapid arms buildup by the Greek 
Cypriots will pose an indirect threat to Turkey, Gen. 
Kundake: sard: “If the Turkish peace forces withdraw 
from the island then the Greek Cypriot arms buildup 
will pose a major threat to the Turkish Cypriots and 
Turkey. As long as we are here these threats are not 


that important. 
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Gen. Kundakci stressed that they are following every 
acuon of the Greek Cypriot side and taking the neces- 
Sary Measures instantly. 


indicating that the Greek Cypriot-Greek Joint Defense 
Doctrine aims at planning Greek Cypriot-Greek military 
Organizauon and investments from one center, Gen. 
Kundakc! said: “This 1s an important agreement. There 
was 2 need for Greek Cypriot money to operate the 
Greek defense industry. While the Greek Cypriots will 
obtain arms, the Greeks will use that money to keep their 
military industry alive. I think the Greeks are exploiting 
the Greek Cypriots in this issue.” 


Describing charges of “occupation” against the Turkish 
peace forces in Cyprus as Greek Cypnot-Greek decep- 
tion, Gen. Kundakci said: “The Turkish peace forces 
have not come here for adventure. The charge cf oc- 
Cupationism 1s ridiculous and meaningless. We came 
here as a guarantor state on the basis of the i ¥S8-1959 
Londun- Zurich agreements. Had we been occupiers 
we would have taken the whole island in 1974. Dur- 
ing the 1974 operation we took an area cguivalent to 
the property held by Turkish Cypriots according to the 
1956-1957 land registration. We did not enter Greek 
Cypriot land beyond that and have not crossed the Green 
Line for the past 22 years. With the 1974 operation we 
prevented the annihilation of the Turkish Cypriots and 
brought peace to the island. The Greek Cypriots too 
have been benefiting from this peace for 22 years. Nev 
ther Turks nor Greek Cypriots are dying on the island, 
thanks to the presence of the Turkish peace forces 


The Aim Is To Eliminate the Turkish Existence 


Indicating that with such clams, the Greek Cypriots first 
want to remove the Turkish troops from the island and 
then eliminate the Turkish presence as they did in Crete, 
Kundakci said: “We will never allow the Cretan tragedy 
of 100 years ago to be repeated in Cyprus. Then too they 
visited various European capitals and cried and wailed 
They left no Turk the day after the Turkish troops and 
navy left Crete under pressure from Europe. Now they 
want to play the same game with different methods. But 
this time we will not let it happen. We will remain here 
until a just and honorable peace is achieved in Cyprus 
The Turkish Cypriots will he here forever 


Warning Europe against accepting south Cyprus’ Greek 
Cypriot administration into the EU before the Cyprus 
probiem is solved, Hasan Kundakc: said: “All Cyprus 
must enter the EU. but after a solution is found. It will 
not be good for the EU if it accepts only the south. It 
will be a headache. Then, as Turkish Republic officials 
are saying, the Turkish Cypriot people will unite with 
Turkey, leading to the division of Cyprus, which 1s 
probably something no one desires 
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Cyprus: Denktas Opposes EU Coordinator Idea 
TA2501092996 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1130 GMT 24 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has 
declared that it is evident that the Greek Cypriots have 
been avoiding the negotiating table ever since the EU 
gave them the green light and thal everyone should 
assess this fact very carefully. 


Denktas today received British High Commussioner 
David Madden and conferred with him for some ume. 
In a statement after the meeting, Denktas noted that the 
question of whether or not the EU should appoint a 
representative-coordinator for Cyprus was again raised 
during the mecting. We still maintain the view thal 
this will not be beneficial and that the authorities of 
a coordinator to be appointed by an organization, in 
which Greece is a member, will not serve our interests, 
Denktas remarked. The president pointed out that he has 
not yet received the necessary replies from the Greek 
Cypriot side with regard to Cyprus’ accession to the EU. 


Denktas recalled that the Turkish Cypriot side conveyed 
via Beattie its proposal to apply to and join the EU 
together on condition that the equality and sovereignty 
of the Turkish Cypriots and the continuation of the 
guarantee agreement are accepted. He said that he has 
not received a positive reply to this proposal. Denktas 
noted: We received a negative response to this proposal 
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from the Greek Cypriot side and now Kasoulidhis 
claims that the 1977 and 1979 summit agreements are 
not sufficient. 


Denktas remarked therefore that it 1s evident thal the 
Greek Cypriots have been shunning the intercommunal 
negotiating table ever since the EU gave them the green 
light. He stressed that the Greek Cypriots believe that 
they will drag the Turkish Cypriots into EU membership 
as a legitimate government of the whole of Cyprus and 
as the sole sovereign over Cyprus. The Greek Cypriots 
must be shown that this is wrong, Denktas underlined. 


Also attending the meeting between Denktas and Mad- 
den were the secretary of the British High Com- 
missioner’s Office, presidential advisers Necati Munir 
Ertekun and Ergun Olgun, and Musfata [name indis- 
uinct}, political affairs director of the President's Office. 


Answering the questions of a TAK [Turkish Cypriots 
News Agency] correspondent, Madden said that the 
appointment of an EU coordinator for the Cyprus issue 
is being discussed within the framework of the EU and 
the subject will be on the agenda of the EU foreign 
ministers on 29 January. Asked if Britain is opposed to 
such an appointment, Madden remarked that the matter 
will be discussed with EU partners on the basis of the 
proposals to be submitted by Italy, EU term president, 
in a bid to coordinate the role of the EU in the best 
possible manner. 
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Greece: Meeting Held on ‘Serious National Issue’ 


NC2401174296 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
4 Jan 9 pS 


{FBIS Translated Text] A mysterious mecting held last 
night at Prime Minister Konstandinos Simuus’ office 
was attended by Foreign Minister Theadhoros Pangalos 
and Public Order Minister Kostas Yitonas, but the 
government kept its proceedings a secret. 


It was announced officially that a ‘serious national 
issuc” was discussed, but no further details were given. 
According to rumors impossible to verify, the prime 
minister's mecting with the two ministers may have 
focused on the following: 


1. A Terrorist Issue: According to sources, Greek 
authorities received a mystery letter from a Balkan 
country. In the letter, the anonymous writer mentioned 
that he had information on the activities of the terrorist 
group “17 November.” But, when ELEVTHEROTIPIA 
asked for confirmation, an official government source 
denied this information. He said: “This is ficuon” 


2. Greek-Turkish Relations: The Turkish Government 
lodged a demarche because the Greek authorities banned 
the entry of Turkish theologists other than those invited 
by the muftis cach year dunng Ramadan. The Turkish 
Government raises this issue annually. 


3. The Extradition of Serb Asanin, detained in a Greek 
prison for allegedly murdenng a ‘cading member of 
Kosovo's Albanian minority in Belgium: Both Belgrade 
and Brussels, which lodged a demarche because it 
believes the accused must be returned to the authorities 
of the country where the crime was committed, have 
asked for extradition. 


Indicative of the Government secrecy surrounding the 
issues discussed at the mecting was thal government 
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spokesman Dhimitnos Reppas and the prime minister's 
associates said they did not know anything. 


Greece: Ministry Refutes Turkish Claim to Island 


NC2501174096 Athens Elliniki Radhicfoma Radw 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 25 Jan 9% 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Athens has sent a strong note 
verbale to Ankara after Turkey claimed that the rocky 
islet of Imia near Kalimnos belongs to Turkey. Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Konstandinos Bikas said there 1s no 
question of the sovereignty over Ima, which belongs to 
Greece, based on the 1947 Pans Treaty. Correspondent 


Nina Asimakopoulou reports: 


[Asimakopoulou] Commenting on the issuc regarding 
the rocky islet of Imia, Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Konstandinos Bikas said there is no dou of Greek 
sovereignty. Bikas added that this is based on interna- 
onal law and the special 1947 treaty between Greece 
and Italy, according to which the Dodecanese were an- 
nexed by the Greek state. 


The fact that the island's sovereignty beyond question 
is proved by the conclusion of the incident that cause 
the issue te be raised. A Turkish freighter ran ashore 
on Imia and a Greek ship, not a Turkish one, towed i 
away. According to Bikas this event overturns Turkey's 
clams. lt is being noted that the Greek side made al! 
the necessary moves. [passage omitted) 


{Announcer} Government spokesman Dhimitnos Rep- 
pas stressed that any Turkish claims to our territory are 
inconceivable. 


[Begin Reppas recording) Our ministry sent a note 
verbale on this issue on 10 January. The note said the 
sovereignty of our national space, which includes the 
islet Ima, is heyond question. [end recording} 
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